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■AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OEETCER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1962, 


To  the  Chaiiman  and  Members  of 
the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics,  Health 
and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Urban  District. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  acres  10,105 
Population  - Census  I96I  5,339 
Population  - Registrar  General’s  Estimate  1962  5,370 
Nxjmber  of  Inhabited  Houses  1,771 
Rateable  Value  £1^6,766 
Sum  represented  by  a Id  rate  £587 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Extract  frcm  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1962, 


Note  Birth  and  Death  Rates, 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  materially  affects  both 
the  Birth  and  Death  rates  of  these  areas,  comparability  factors  allowing  for  this  are  issued  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  each  Local  Government  Unit.  These  factors  may  be  used  for  calculating  Wiat 
are  termed  in  this  Report  as  Nett  Rates  and  fairer  comparisons  are  obtained  if  the  latter  are  xised 
\\hen  comparing  rates  vd.th  those  of  any  other  area  (when  these  have  been  similarly  adjusted)  or  with 
rates  for  the  Country  as  a 'w^ole. 


These  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  Bourne  U.D,  are  0,99  and  0,96  respectively. 
The  corresponding  figures  when  multiplied  by  the  Crude  Rate  (that  is,  for  Births  or  Deaths  as  the 
case  may  be)  will  give  the  Nett  Rate. 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 

39  43  82 

35  42  77 

415 


Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  15*27 

Nett  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  15*12 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  18,0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  6,10^ 


1 


Male  Female  Total 


Still  "births 

_ 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

- 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Nil 

Rate  for  England  and  "yVales 

18.1 

Total  Live  and  still  births 

82 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

35 

37 

72 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

13. AJ. 

Nett  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

12,34 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age 

of 

11.9 

one  year): 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  nvimber  of  deaths 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

12,20 

Rate  for  England  and  ViTales 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

21.4 

legitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

12,20 

Neo-natal  deaths  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants 

under  4 v/eeks  of  age): 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

12.20 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15.1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Early  neo-natal  deaths  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants 

under  one  week) ; 

1 

- 

1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (i,e,  still  births  and  deaths 

12,20 

vinder  one  week)  combined  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births 

12.20 

Causes  of  Death  under  one  year  of  age  - 

- Under  one  week 

3 hours  - Respiratory  Distress 

oyndrane  and 

Prematurity, 

Maternal,  mortality  (i,e,  death  due  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth 

or  abortion) 

Nil 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

0.35 

- 2 - 


The  birth  rate  at  15*27  was  well  up  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  of  10.90  per 
thousand  of  the  population  but  was  still  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  this  year  of 
18,0,  This,  incidentally,  was  the  highest  national  ra.te  since  1947* 

The  death  rate  at  12,34  was  only  a little  above  that  for  the  Coxantry  generally  at  11,9. 

The  natural  increase,  that  is  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  ten,  a great  improvement 
on  1961  \v!aen  there  was  a nattiral  decrease  of  ei^t. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  at  12,20  was  well  below  the  National  figure  of  21.4  which 
figure  for  the  ei^th  successive  year,  was  the  lowest  ever  previously  recorded.  The  local 
figure  in  I96I  was  51*72.  However,  in  fa±rness  it  must  be  stressed  that  with  the  relatively 
small  numbers  involved  a small  alteration  in  them  resxalts  in  a large  change  in  the  rate. 

There  is  still  a preponderance  of  elderly  persons  in  our  town  compared  with  the  National 
average , 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Coronary  disease , angina 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Pneunonia 

Bronchitis 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis 

Leukaemia,  aleiikaemia 

Motor  Vehicle  Accident 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 


Male 
1 


1 

5 

6 

8 


6 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

3 


Female 

1 


8 

8 

2 

9 

3 


1 

5 


Total 

1 

1 

1 

5 

14 
16 

2 

15 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 


Cardio-vascular  diseases  (47)  were,  as  usual,  much  the  most  common  causes  of  death  with 
Coronary  Thrombosis  accounting  for  30  per  cent. , of  them.  This  degenerative  disease  is  taking 
an  ever  increasing  toll  of  life  and  it  would  appear  to  be  the  outcome  of  the  ingredients  of  our 
Western  Way  of  Life.  It  is  comparatively  uncommon  in  Eastern  lands,  'kVhile  all  the  factors 
i?iiich  predispose  to  it  are  not  yet  fully  imderstood,  it  nonetheless  seems  abundantly  clear  that 
many  dig  their  own  graves  with  their  teeth.  Over-eating,  particularly  when  this  is  not  accom- 
panied by  sufficient  exercise  is  one  precipitating  cause.  So  also  is  the  high  animal  fat  content 
in  our  dietary,  which  raises  the  blood  cholesterol  and  is  a fore-runner  of  arterial  disease. 
Substituting  vegetable  oils  such  as  com  oil  or  sunflower  oil  for  seme  of  the  animal  fats  would 
seem  to  be  a step  well  worth  taking,  particularly  #ien  there  is  a family  history  of  Coronary 
trouble.  Excessive  smoking  plays  a part  also  in  the  disease  as  well  as  its  dire  role  in  cancer 
of  the  lung. 


Malignant  growths  filled  second  place  in  the  roll  of  death  with  9 of  which  cancer  of 
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the  limg  - that  scourge  of  the  tobacco  addict  - accounted  for  one.  Last  year  cancer  of  the  Iving 
accounted  for  37?^  of  all  male  deaths  in  the  Country  and  still  this  preventable  disease  is  not  prevented. 
Every  minute  of  the  day  throughout  the  world  1,275  tons  of  tobacco  go  up  in  anoke.  Think  what  this 
means  in  acreage,  manpower,  money  and  ill-health,  at  a time  yJhen  half  the  world’s  population  is 
tandemourii^ed  and  a third  are  suffering  fron  malnutrition  and  are  hungry. 

The  respiratoiy  group  of  diseases  came  third  with  a total  of  7.  It  is  a point  for  favoinrable 
conment  that  the  incidence  of  bronchitis  remains  relatively  low,  as  indeed  it  ought  in  an  area  where 
abnospheric  pollution  is  minimal. 

While  death  is  inevitable,  it  is  always  tragic  when  it  cones  prematurely  through  preventable 
causes.  That  due  to  the  road  accident  is  a case  in  point.  It  would  be  well  for  all  motorists  to 
nanember  that  the  faster  they  travel  the  less  journey  time  proportionately  do  they  save  on  a one 
hiandred  mile  journey. 


Average  Speed  Increases 

30  - 40  miles  per  hour 
40  - 50  miles  per  ho\ar 
50  - 60  miles  per  hour 

Is  the  difference  worth  it? 


Time  Saved 

50  minutes 
34  minutes 
20  minutes 


HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Niorsing  in  the  Hone 

Under  the  Coianty  Council  scheme,  there  are  two  District  Nurse  Midwives. 

Heme  Helps  and  Welfare  Food  Services  - Local  Secretary,  1/brs.  C.  Watts. 

Heme  Helps  are  made  available  in  approved  cases.  The  local  Headquarters  are  situated  at  the 
North  Street  Welfare  Centre  and  are  open  as  follows: - 

Mondays  and  Wednesdays  - 9.30  a*m.  to  12,30  p.m.  and  2.00  p,m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Teusdays  and  Fridays  - 2.00  a.m.  to  4.30  p.m, 

Thuradtiys  - 10.00  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and  2.00  p.m,  to  4.30  p,m. 

The  Hone  Helps  provide  a wonderful  service  to  the  elderly  and  disabled,  the  problem  family  and 
the  mother  after  her  confinement.  Without  their  assistance  many  frail,  lonely  and  elder dy  persons 
ViTould  have  to  go  to  welfare  accanmodation  or  even  hospital. 

Health  Visiting 

Under  the  County  Council  scheme,  one  full  time  Health  Visitor  covers  the  Urban  District  and 
part  of  the  Rural  District  of  South  Kesteven.  She  is  the  general  practitioner  amongst  the  Social 
Workers  being  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  family,  and  especially  its  weakest  members, 
the  under  fives,  the  physically  handicapped,  the  elderly  and  the  problem  family.  The  work  is 
difficult  and  the  results  often  long  term  but  the  Community  owes  the  Health  Visitor  a great  debt 
for  the  enormous  amount  achieved  in  the  prevention  of  ill-health  and  social  breakdown  and  also 
in  health  education. 

Ambulance  Service. 


Two  ambulances  and  two  dual-purpose  vehicles  are  stationed  at  Bourne.  As  usual  all  the  demands 


made  upon  the  service  were  efficiently  met. 

Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinic. 

The  School  Clinic  is  held  each  Thursday  morning  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  North  Street, 
hut  it  was  poorly  patronised  and  accordingly  infant  welfare  cases  are  now  seen  at  it  also. 

The  regular  Infant  Welfare  sessions  are  still  held  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoons 
in  each  month. 

Regular  Ophthalaic.,  Physiotherapy  and  Speech  Therapy  sessions  are  also  held  at  these 
same  premises  for  children  up  to  school  leaving  age. 

The  School  Health  Service  also  provides  a psychotherapy  Clinic  at  the  Children*  s Hostel 
in  West  Street  with  Dr,  A.  Holdway  in  charge, 

I would  like  again  to  thank  the  voluntary  workers  Who  give  up  so  much  time  to  help  at 
the  Clinic.  They  are  engaged  in  the  sale  of  welfare  concessionary  foods,  helping  with  baby 
weighing  and  generally  improving  and  fostering  the  social  activities  of  the  Clinic  culminating 
in  the  Chrisimas  Party,  I am  most  grateful  to  them, 

Immuni  s at  ion 

Pree  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis  immunisation  is  provided  by  the  family 
doctors  under  the  County  Council  scheme,  as  is  vaccination  against  Smallpox  also.  The  same 
service  is  also  available  to  the  infant  and  school  child  at  the  North  Street  Bourne  Clinic 
which  was  restarted  this  year  to  meet  an  expressed  wish  and  to  ansist  in  raising  the 
immunisation  status  of  the  Ccramunity, 

Mothercsaft  and  Relaxation  Classes  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

During  the  year  25  young  expectant  mothers  attended  these  classes,  making  an  aggregate 
attendance  of  175 • 

There  has  been  many  expressions  of  appreciation  for  the  help  which  they  have  received 
as  a result  of  it.  During  the  ^ear  the  opportunity  of  showing  the  film  "To  Janet  a Son"  was 
given  and  this  was  enjoyed.  As  well  as  educative  these  meetings  are  made  a pleasant  social 
occasion. 

Hospital  Services 

These  are  provided  by  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  vho  control  the  Butterfield 
Hospital  and  the  Chest  Hospital.  St,  Peter’s  Hospital  for  the  mentally  disordered  however 
comes  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board,  who  also  provide  all 
the  mental  treatment  services  for  this  area, 

A clinic  for  diseases  of  the  chest  is  held  at  Bourne  Chest  Hospital  each  Thursday  by  Dr. 
Bernard  Royce,  Consultant  Chest  Physician, 

Venererl_Diseases 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  out-patients  department.  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough,  under 
Dr,  N.A,  Ross, 
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Males 


Females 


Mondays:  4.50  - 6,30  p.m,  Tuesdays:  10.30  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Wednesdays:  5.30  - 7.00  p.m.  Thursdays:  4.30  p.m.  - 6.30  p.m. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  investigations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Peterborough,  under  the  control  of  Dr.  Glencross,  The  assistance  and  co-operation  extended 
to  us  throughout  the  year  has  been  on  a most  generous  scale  and  has  made  our  control  work 
much  easier, 

PREVALENCE  AIH)  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


d 

•r) 

■¥> 

§ 

■a  ^ 

U ct5 

oi 

•d 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  ! 

Neonatorum  I 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough! 

Erysipelas  1 

0 

-p 

<u 

w 

Scarlet  Fever  | 

{ 

j 

Acute  j 

Policsnye  litis  j 

Cerebro 

Spinal  Fever 

Paratyphoid  | 

Fever 

Food  Poisoning! 

1 i 

i Total  i 

1 

Under  1 year 

mm 

•• 

5 

1 

4 

1-2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 
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1 

5 

«« 

6 

5-9 

— 

— 

- 

— 

2 

- 

20 

6 

... 

28 

9-15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

15  - 20 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

.. 

— 

6 

20  - 35 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

6 

35  - 45 

— 

- 

2 

-• 

- 

— 

4 

- 

— 

— 

6 

45  - 65 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

3 

65  and  over 

- 

. - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ages  \mknown 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2 

Total 

- 

- 

8 

- 

6 

- 

1 

50 

13 

- 

- 

78  1 

Admitted  in- 

to  Hospital 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

^ 1 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  exclusing  tuberculosis,  showed  a marked  drop 

frcm  the  previous  year,  there  being  78  cases,  canpared  with  207  in  1961  and  44  in  I960,  This  was 

due  to  a virtual  freedom  from  measles  after  the  outbreak  of  the  year  before. 

The  main  cause  of  concern  as  indicated  by  the  figures,  was  that  of  the  78  cases,  no  fewer 

than  50  were  due  to  sonne  dysentery.  This  was  first  notified  in  the  case  of  a school  child  and 
it  did  appear  that  this  outbreak  v/as  school  borne  as  in  each  fresh  family  to  be  involved  it  was 
nearly  always  the  school  child  in  the  household  'wiio  first  developed  s3miptoms.  The  greatest 
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co-operation  was  received  from  the  Head  Teachers  Viiio  rang  throu^  the  names  of  pupils 
who  vrere  absent  where  diarrhoea  or  vomiting  was  suspected.  All  such  incidents  vrere  followed 
up  prcmptjy  and  -vi^ere  necessary  faecal  swabs  were  taken.  This  procedure  allowed  for  very 
early  action  and  treatment  as  the  family  doctors  in  every  instance  were  kept  fully  informed 
and  I consider  this  helped  to  curtail  the  outbreak  as  far  as  possible. 

Disinfection  of  the  toilets  and  handles  and  the  insistence  on  all  children  washing  their 
hands  after  using  the  toilet  and  before  meals  also  helped. 

The  responsible  organism  was  resistant  to  the  sulphonamide  group  of  drugs  and  also  to 
necmycin  and  erythrcmycin  but  did  respond  to  streptomycin  tetracyclin  chloram-phenicol  and 
furadantin.  Later  in  the  outbreak  the  organism  had  acquired  a resistance  to  streptomycin  also, 
showing  how  quickly  a resistance  can  be  built  up  by  a wily  bacteria. 

Scarlet  Fever  occurred  spasmodically  but  this  disease  has  at  the  present  time  lost  much  of 

the  virulence  for  'w^ich  it  was  so  infamous  in  former  days.  It  is  of  little  public  health 

significance  except  in  cases  of  food  handlers  and  midwives,  but  in  these  respects  so  equally  are 
sufferers  frcm  haemolytic  sore  throat  v,iiat  is  not  notifiable  and  therefore  nothing  is  said  or 
done  about  it. 

Eight  cases  of  pneumonia  v/ere  notified  and  four  deaths  were  recorded  frcm  the  disease.  This, 
however,  is  a non-sequiter  as  it  did  not  prove  to  be  50^  fatal!  The  explanation  is  that  pneumonia 
often  intervenes  as  a terminal  event  and  of  course  is  not  notified  then. 

Acute  policmyelitis  was  absent  from  the  scene  for  the  twelfth  consecutive  year  and  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  procedure  is  the  best  insurance  premium  that  this  freedcm  will  be  con- 
tinued, Now  with  an  oral  vaccine  available  which  can  be  given  on  a lump  of  sugar  or  in  a little 
syrup  it  is  absurd  for  anyone  entitled  to  it  not  to  make  sure  they  are  vaccinated  against  this 
awfiil  disease;  vdiich  can  bring  in  its  train  a life-time  of  crippling  disability. 

There  have  been  fifteen  years  of  freedcm  frcm  Diphtheria  but  in  this  instance  also  this  can 

only  be  permanently  achieved  by  ensuring  that  the  "herd"  iiimunity  is  being  maintained.  If  this 

is  not  ensured  then  a breakthrough  will  occur  and  the  disease  will  strike  again,  having  lost  none 
of  its  ability  to  do  so  while  v/aiting. 

A survey  of  105  chiUdren  attending  Bourne  Junior  School  in  November  showed  the  position  in 
this  random  cross  section  to  be:- 

Number  fully  protected  - 

Number  not  fully  protected  - 

11^  of  the  total  had  never  had, 
immunisation  at  all  of  any  kind, 

■While  this  survey  showed  a considerably  better  overall  position  than  a s irailar  one  a year 
earlier  still  it  left  considerable  cause  for  concern.  The  figure  of  11^,  yiho  received  no 
protection  even  after  a personal  approach  and  explanation  of  the  seriousness  of  not  doing  so 
had  been  made  to  the  parents  was  a cause  of  disquiet  to  me.  All  engaged  in  the  immunisation 
programme  are  doing  all  they  can  to  ensure  a high  level  of  immunity  in  the  tov/n  but  parental 
apathy  and  prejudice  Vi/hen  one  meets  them  in  individual  cases  are  almost  as  virulent  as  the 

^ 1 ^ 


58  — that  is 

34  — that  is  kdfo 

and  their  parents  adamantly  refused  to  allow  them  to  have  any 


notifiable  diseases 


There  was  no  case  of  Eood  Poisoning  d.-uring  the  year. 

The  occurrence  of  several  cases  of  Weils  disease  in  a nei^bouring  area  was  a reminder 
that  precautions  should  be  taken  against  this  disease  -when  working  in  rat  contaminated  areas. 

The  Council  supply  all  their  workers  Who  are  employed  in  any  s\x;h  occupationally  hazardous 
situations  wilii  a card  of  precautionary  Do’ s and  Don’  ts.  This  card  also  includes  an  aide 
memoire  to  their  family  doctor  as  the  initial  i^ymptcms  are  vague  and  equivocal.  There  would 
appear  to  be  a strong  case  of  a review  of  the  diseases  vhich  at  present  are  statutorily  notifiable. 

In  no  sphere  has  preventive  medicine  won  such  dramatic  victories  as  in  that  of  the  control  of 
infectious  diseases.  Seme  diseases  which  by  law  must  still  be  notified  have  lost  their 
significance  - such  as  Erysipelas,  Others  are  of  little  importance  from  an  epidemiological  control 
point  of  view,  as  in  the  case  of  measles  and  whooping  cough.  I would  like  additionally  to  see 
Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  pneumonia  removed  from  the  list  and  several  others  such  as  cerebro- 
spinal fever  reviewed. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  coin  I would  like  to  see  leptospirosis  (Weils  Disseise)  , Brucellosis 
and  German  Measles  included, 

Geiman  Measles  is  not  important  in  itself  but  the  effect  of  it  in  a pregnant  woman  in  the  early 
part  of  her  pregnancy  is  to  increase  the  risk  of  her  baby  having  severe  defects.  There  is  a serum 
available  which  may  abort  or  alleviate  the  illness.  By  notification  it  should  surely  be  possible 
to  protect  some  vho  are  in  this  vulnerable  category.  All  the  family  doctors  in  this  area  gave  the  - 
idea  their  unanimous  aipport  as  also  did  the  Council  but  it  was  turned  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
vhose  spokeman’s  e:q)lanation  of  the  decision  said:-  ’’Notification  is  not  regarded  as  of  practical 
use  in  reducing  the  risk  of  infection  in  pregnant  weman  or  facilitating  the  early  discovery  of 
related  defects  in  children.  The  Minister  is  advised  that  rubella  is  difficult  to  diagnose  and  that 
patients  are  infectious  before  the  rash  appears  for  mere  often  than  not  they  are  not  seen  bj'’  a doctor, 
but  Waen  he  is  aware  of  the  infection  the  doctor  himself  can  best  take  useful  action.” 

This  is  one  point  of  view.  If  correct  it  is  a cogent  argument  for  a review  of  these  diseases 
Wiich  are  notifiable  as  already  suggested.  For  on  the  other  side  of  the  picture  vshat  value  is 
obtained  for  the  notification  fee  and  all  the  other  consequential  expenses  incurred  in  each 
notified  case  of  measles  or  vhooping  cough? 

Venereal  Disease 

The  national  incidence  of  new  cases  of  venereal  disease  still  remains  disturbingly  high  snd 
involves  predominantly  the  teenagers. 

This  year  in  Bourne  fo\jr  new  cases  were  reported  from  the  Peterborough  Venereal  Disease  Clinic 
compared  with  three  the  year  previously,  Ihe  total  of  new  cases  dealt  with  at  the  Peterborough 
Clinic  over  the  period  were:- 

Syphilis  - 19  Other  venereal  conditions  - 185 

Gonorrhoea  - 47  Total  - 251 

Cempared  with  242  in  1961, 
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Tuberculosis 


One  new  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified  duiring  the  year  and  after  an 
interval  of  four  year’s  freedon,  one  death  was  attributable  to  this  disease.  These  facts 
remind  us  that  the  tubercle  bacillus  is  still  very  much  a malign  force  with  which  to  be 
reckoned  and  the  combined  forces  of  preventive  and  therapeutic  medicine  must  be  deployed 
to  the  full  in  defeating  it. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I record  the  close  and  harmonious  liaison  which  has  been 
developed  and  fostered  between  the  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Health  Visitor,  This 
enables  her  to  be  acquainted  with  the  changing  clinical  position  of  each  case  and  the  Chest 
Clinic  likewise  to  be  kept  informed  of  any  domestic  and  social  factors  which  might  have  a 
deleterious  effect  on  their  patient.  Contacts  of  notified  cases  and  defaulters  frcm 
s\irvoillance  can  alike  be  followed  up  promptly  and  their  co-operation  ensured. 

The  B.C.C.  vaccination  scheme  which  commenced  in  I960  continued  this  year.  Consent  to 
Mantoux  testing  and  subsequent  vaccination  if  required  was  received  in  respect  of  87  children. 
After  skin  testing  84  1^0  gave  negative  results  were  vaccinated  and  the  remaining  three 
positives  had  their  chest  X-rayed  but  fortunately  no  active  disease  was  found. 

I would  like  to  thank  Dr,  Bernard  Royce,  Consultant  Chest  Physician  and  Ivlr.  Dunn 
Radiographer  for  their  help  in  this  work. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


The  responsibility  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  v/ater  passed  on  October  1st  to 
the  newly  created  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  on  which  Bourne  is  represented  by  one 
member.  Though  there  has  been  this  basic  change  in  administration  the  sources  of  supply 
remain  unaltered,  as  also  do  the  chemical  characteristics  of  the  water  as  the  accompan3ring 
analysis  table  shows.  This  has  been  put  in  again  this  year  at  the  request  of  the  IGnistry 
of  Health,  The  water  has  a high  degree  of  total  hardness  and  a pH  of  7.1,  so  there  is  no 
danger  of  pltmibo  solvency  v:ith  these  features.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  hard  on  soap  and 
heating  systems.  It  remained  a.t  all  times  of  the  hipest  bacteriological  puirity.  It  is 
devoid  of  naturally  occurring  fluorine.  This  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  gave  the  green 
light  to  Local  Authorities  and  Water  Undertakings  to  go  ahead  with  artificial  fluoridation 
schemes  aimed  at  halting  the  ravages  of  dental  caries.  This  Comcil  xjndeterred  by  the:, 
illogical  and  emotional  out-bursts  of  the  anti-fluoride  brigade  agreed  to  recommend  that 
fluoride  should  be  added  to  the  public  water  supply.  It  would  be  quite  unjustifiable  to 
adopt  this  procedure  vAiere  any  age  group  of  the  population  would  be  prejudiced  thereby. 
There  is  however  no  evidence  of  the  slightest  ill-health  or  disaibility  in  the  older  age 
groups  due  to  drinking  fluoridated  water,  vAiere  this  has  been  going  on  for  several 
generations  without  it  being  realised.  It  has  not  been  shown  to  have  any  adverse  effects 
even  on  those  suffering  fran  diabetes,  arthritis  or  kidney  disease  and  there  is  no  increased 
incidence  of  cancer  associated  with  it,  No-where  in  the  area  is  there  a healthier  and  more 
vigorous  ccramunity  than  that  at  Deeping  St,  James,  yet  there  it  has  been  consumed  at  well 
over  the  reccmmended  concentration  for  artificial  fluoridation  throughout  the  past  24  years. 
The  only  effect  has  been  a remarkably  improved  dental  condition  in  the  children, 
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Another  criticism  of  the  schome  is  that  fluoride  is  being  added  to  the  bulk  supplies  much  of 
viiich  will  run  to  waste  and  so  it  is  an  extravagant  method  it  is  argued.  Actually  no  other  method 
of  administering  fluoride  in  the  desired  manner  is  practicable  as  for  example  tablets  wovild  have 
to  be  given  several  times  a day  for  years  on  end.  Tooth  paste  and  other  vehicles  have  not  proved 
their  efficacy.  In  fact  adding  one  part  per  million  to  the  bulk  supply  at  source,  like  chlorination, 
is  much  the  most  econonic  method  of  doing  the  job  thoroughly  and  efficiently. 

It  has  been  necessary  in  the  national  interest  to  conserve  and  husband  our  water  supplies 
above  and  below  ground  alike.  It  was  axiomatic  that  Area  Boards  should  be  set  up  to  make  the 
most  economic  lose  of  the  supplies  available  for  the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  many  instead  of 
permitting  them  to  be  dissipated  for  the  advantage  of  the  few  by  ill  considered  irrigation  and 
other  schemes.  It  is  unfortunate  but  inevitable  that  in  this  new  concept  and  in  its  practical 
appearance  in  the  form  of  the  Souih  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  the  cost  of  water  to  the  domestic 
consumer  in  the  town  will  rise  over  the  next  ten  years,  when  it  will  reach  parity  with  the 
surrounding  areas.  One  has  grown  accxistomed  to  the  benefits  of  the  uneconomic  water  charges  of  past 
years  but  I am  sure  the  thoughtful  will  accept  this  change  as  necessary  in  the  safeguarding  of  this 
vitally  important  national  asset. 

The  average  daily  consmption  of  water  during  the  year  was  225,250  gallons  compared  with  206, 4/A 
gallons  in  December,  1961,  that  is  42  gallons  per  head  of  the  population  inclusive  of  indxistrial  usage. 
However  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  commercial  laxindry  with  its  very  high  demands  on  water  are  not 
included  in  the  above,  having  their  own  private  bore  supply.  Actually  they  were  granted  increased 
water  abstraction  facilities  dvring  I960, 

Agreement  was  reached  in  1961  with  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  to  accept  from  them  for 
treatment  at  the  new  Bourne  sewerage  disposal  works,  the  sewage  consequent  upon  iiie  provision  of  drainage 
schemes  for  the  surrounding  villages  of  Morton  and  Haconby  to  the  north  and  Thurlby  and  Northorpe  to  the 
south.  To  create  the  necessary  capacity  at  the  works  it  was  decided  to  reduce  drastically  the  amount  of 
surface  and  infiltration  water  going  throu^  the  works.  As  a further  step  in  this  direction  during  the 
past  year,  the  re-sewering  of  West  Street  and  West  Road  was  completed;  involving  the  separation,  as  far 
as  was  practicable,  of  the  surface  water  system  from  the  sewage.  The  overall  scheme  has  been  rather 
delayed  by  the  reluctance  of  the  River  Boards  concerned,  to  give  consent  to  the  acceptance  of  further 
quantities  of  water  and  final  effluent  fron  the  works.  As  I write  this  report  it  is  with  relief  that  I 
can  add  that  this  difficulty  has  now  been  overcome  by  goodwill  on  both  sides  and  it  is  hoped  the  -vihole 
far  sifted  scheme  will  now  go  forward  unhampered  by  f\irther  delays  and  be  cai5)leted  by  the  agreed  date 
in  October,  I964.  The  next  step  will  be  the  re-sewering  of  the  Abbey  Road,  Eastgate  area. 

The  swimming  bath  provided  by  the  Bourne  United  Charities  continued  to  be  one  of  the  great  amenities 
of  the  town  in  its  delightful  situation,  Further  small  improvements  have  been  effected  and  it  is  just  a 
shame  that  for  the  third  successive  season  very  poor  weather  reduced  the  demands  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  made  upon  it  and  the  young  of  the  town  were  largely  deprived  of  the  health  giving  exercise  and 
pleasure  of  svdmming.  Water  samples  taken  during  the  season  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory  and 
break  point  chlorination  was  maintained. 
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CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  Bourne  Pumping  Station 

PER  MILLION  I 1 
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EEtlARKS. 


No.  1 ~ This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bri^t  in  appearance, 

neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals. 

The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  not  excessively  so, 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents  and  it  is  of  a 
very  satisfactory  organic  quality, 

Pron  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results 
are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable 
for  public  supply  purposes. 

No,  2 - This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 

neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  frcm  a 
minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character 
but  not  excessively  so,  contains  no  excess  of  mineral 
constituents  and  it  is  of  a very  satisfactory  organic 
quality , 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  resvilts 
are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  sviitable 
for  public  supply  purposes. 


The  Council  are  the  Burial  Authority  and  there  is  adequate  pro^sion  of  burial  ground  for  the 
foreseeable  future.  The  nearest  Crematori-um  is  at  Peterborough.  Mortuary  facilities  for  the  use  of  the 
Police  and  the  Coroner  are  provided  at  St,  Peter' s Hospital  in  association  with  the  South  Kesteven  Rural 
District  Coxancil, 

Litter  again  this  year  bas  been  far  too  prevalent  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  are  sufficient 
conveniently  sited  receptacles  to  accanmodate  it.  It  is  indicative  of  that  lack  of  personal  re- 
sponsibilily  and  discipline,  viiich  is  also  illustrated  by  vandalism  of  public  property  viiich  together 
both  Nationally  and  locally  declare  that  all  is  not  well  with  the  society  in  which  we  live. 

During  the  second  week  in  June  the  exhmation  of  three  German  war  dead  fran  the  Bourne  Cemetery 
for  reinterment  at  the  German  War  Cemetery  at  Cannock  Chase  was  carried  out.  Every  precaution  was 
taken  to  ensure  privacy,  decency  and  health  requirements. 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  Council  houses  at  31st  December,  1962  538 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1962  14 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  course  of  construction  at 

31st  December,  1962  Nil 

Nimber  of  private  houses  built  dxrring  the  year  57 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  given  (Discretionary  and  Standard)  17 

N'umber  on  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses  148 


During  the  year  fourteen  nev/  Council  houses  were  erected  but  none  were  in  the  course  of 
construction  at  the  year's  end,  due  to  the  era  of  "dear  money"  which  existed  at  the  time.  During 
the  same  period  private  enterprise  completed  a further  57* 

During  1962  five  applications  were  received  for  priority  re-housing  on  the  grounds  of  ill- 
health,  A personal  visit  by  your  doctor  and  a full  investigation  of  the  circumstances  Viras  carried 
out  in  each  case  before  a reccmmendation  was  made,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Points  Scheme, 

108  houses  were  incliided  in  the  five  year  slum  clearance  programme  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Govemement  in  1955.  At  the  end  of  1962,  after  a seven  year  period  ninety-nine 
of  these  had  been  dealt  with,  still  nine  short  of  the  original  estimate. 

During  the  year  action  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  was  taJcen  on  8 unfit  properties. 

The  Council  continued  to  give  generous  support  to  the  ovvners  of  properties  T^hich  are  capable 
of  being  improved  to  the  required  standards  and  so  given  a nev/  lease  of  life  by  the  awarding  of 
improvement  grants  in  suitable  cases.  During  the  year  8 Standard  and  9 Discretionaiy  grants  were 
made. 

The  n-umber  of  applicants  on  the  v/aiting  list  for  Council  houses  dropped  sli^tly  diuring  the 
year  from  166  to  148  and  of  these  25  are  for  elderly  persons  dwellings  being  17^ 

The  schemes  for  helping  the  elderly  with  suitable  accanmodation  mentioned  in  last  year*  s 
report  are  still  on  the  drawing  board  but  it  is  hoped  to  commence  them  in  1963.  These  are  the 
construction  of  a residential  v/elfare  hostel  by  the  Kesteven  Coimty  Comcil  at  Cuckoo  Bush,  This 
will  eventually  provide  a heme  for  48  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Additionally  in  association  with  the  County  Council  a group  of  20  elderly  persons  dwellings 
with  a Warden  in  charge,  will  be  constructed  at  Eastgate,  This  will  be  an  enormous  boon  in 
helping  in  a practical  way  the  frail,  elderly  person  who  needs  a little  friendly  supervision  and 
yet  wants  desperately  to  retain  their  independence  to  the  last  possible  moment.  The  appointment 
of  the  Warden  is  supremely  important  as  on  her  calibre  does  the  success  of  the  scheme  so  largely 
depend.  The  ability  to  give  help  imobtrusively,  to  be  a friend  in  need  and  to  know  when 
intervention  is  imperative,  requires  tact  and  \jnderstanding  of  a high  order. 

Working  v/ith  the  elderly  underlines  the  fact  that  v/ith  each  passing  year  there  is  a 
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corresponding  fall  in  their  physical  resoxnrces  and  special  senses,  - vision  and  tearing. 

Gradually  their  ability  to  cope  -with  obstacles  such  as  stairvTays,  becomes  less  and  less. 

The  number  of  accidental  deaths  of  elderly  persons  in  their  homes  due  to  falls  is  proof  of 
this.  Accordingly  to  meet  the  continuing  needs  of  the  elderly,  well  designed  ground  floor 
accommodation  is  the  only  true  answer.  The  physical  facts  of  age  are  a challenge  to  the 
planners  which  must  be  faced  if  the  problem  is  to  be  solved  realistically.  To  watch  an 
elderly  sufferer  from  arthritis  and  a failing  heart  or  an  elderly  and  frail  chronic  bronchitic 
negotiating  a stairway  is  to  see  the  validity  of  these  observations. 

Of  the  166  Council  houses  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  as  being  without  hot  water  systems 
a further  21  have  now  had  this  very  necessary  want  installed.  There  still  remains  1^4-5  houses  without 
hot  water  systems  situated  as  follov/s:- 


Recreation  Road 

10 

Harrington  Street 

51 

Spalding  Road 

k 

Alexandra  Terrace 

24 

Dyke 

8 

Bvirghley  Street 

10 

George  Street 

38 

It  v/ill  be  seen  however  that  the  work  of  modernisation  is  proceeding  as  expeditiously  as 
possible , 


INSEECTION  AND  SUEEWISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Council  decided  to  dispose  of  their  slaughterhouse  to  a local  fina,  Throvighout  the  year 
it  continued  to  provide  a satisfactory  service  to  the  town  as  Virall  as  fxarther  afield.  Both  at  it 
and  at  the  tv/o  privately  ovflied  slau^terhouses  100  per  cent,  meat  inspection  v/as  maintained  with  the 
assistance  at  leave  periods  from  the  Spalding  Urban  District  Meat  Inspectors, 

The  Food  Hygiaie  Regulations  provides  a code  of  practice  T/i^ich  is  nov/  almost  universally  accepted 
as  a modus  operand!  in  food  businesses.  However  occasional  lapses  can  occur  and  it  is  in  preventing 
these  that  the  routine  friendly  visit  from  the  Health  Inspector  can  do  so  much,  I feel  there  is  a 
strong  case  for  the  registration  of  all  food  premises,  so  that  lught  fron  the  start  a high  standard 
can  be  insisted  upon,  both  in  regard  to  the  premises  and  handling  techniques.  Goods  can  be  displayed 
in  ideal  surroundings  and  under  meticulously  hygienic  conditions,  but  the  spot  at  the  rear  where  goods 
are  received,  unpacked  and  stored  may  fall  far  short  of  'vihat  it  should  be. 

At  the  request  of  Dr,  Croll  of  the  Lincoln  Public  Health  Laboratory  routine  samples  from  one  of 
the  watercress  beds  were  taken  in  an  effort  to  establish  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  pollution  of 
watercress  during  the  grovd.ng  period.  Though  the  water  at  the  start  of  its  journey  through  the  beds 
is  free  of  contamination  coming  as  it  does  frcm  deep  artesian  wells,  it  inevitably  miist  be  fouled  by 
birds  and  other  unavoidable  factors.  To  overccme  this,  two  of  the  three  growers  chlorinate  the  water 
in  Vifhich  the  chips  of  cut  cress  are  immersed  prior  to  their  despatch  for  sale . This  ensures  a 
virtually  sterile  salad  ingieiient  Y^en  it  leaves  the  growers  control.  It  shoiald  nevertheless  be  well 
washed  again  by  the  housev/ife  before  it  is  consumed. 

Though  they  do  their  best  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  owners  of  market  stalls  where  food  is  sold 
to  keep  their  merchandise  free  frcm  the  risk  of  contamination,  T/l/here,  for  instance,  do  they  wash  their 
hands?  Keeping  all  food  18  inches  above  groimd  level  is  difficult  vHnen  one  is  in  a hurry;  but  dogs 


don’ t hurry! 

Incidentally  it  vrould  he  'worth  considering  how  milk  bottles  could  be  spared  this  indignity 
after  delivery. 

During  the  year  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Mesures  of  the  County  Coxmcil  took  t-wenty 
five  samples  \mder  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Speaking  of  his  work  Mr,  Hawley  says:- 

"The  principal  administrative  function  of  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority  is  the  sampling  locally 
of  a wide  range  of  foodstuffs  and  drugs.  Generally  speaking,  the  majority  of  samples  are  purchased 
frcm  persons  selling  to  the  public  and  thus  a sampling  officer  procures  for  analysis  •vih.at  anyone  else 
could  buy.  He  can,  ho’wever,  subnit  for  analysis  as  to  its  composition  or  quality  any  food  or  drug 
about  which  a purchaser  has  reasonable  doubts.  Consumers  may  be  interested  to  knovir,  therefore, 
that  the  criterion  in  all  cases  is  vdiether  or  not  the  article  purchased  is  "of  the  nature,  sub- 
stance or  quality  of  the  article  demanded".  In  many  cases,  'the  article  demanded’  has  a standard 
fixed  by  law,  e.g,  butter,  cream,  margarine,  milk,  mustard,  soft  drinks,  tanato  ketchiip  and  dozens 
of  other  commodities.  In  others  the  standard  may  be  a non-statutory  one  'which  has  come  to  be 
generally  accepted,  e.g.  malt  vinegar,  which  is  now  held  to  mean  an  acetous  liquid  produced  by 
fermentation,  not  an  artificial  mixture  of  water,  acetic  acid  and  caramel. 

It  should  be  emphasised,  of  course,  that  sampling  imder  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  merely  one 
of  many  ways  in  which  the  interests  of  the  consumer  is  safeguarded.  Many  other  officials  are  equally 
concerned  to  ensure  that  the  public  gets  good  food  in  ■wholesome  and  hygienic  condition  and  wherever 
it  is  possible  to  coUarborate  in  these  matters,  effective  liaison  is  established  •with  others  doing 
similar  work.  For  example,  an  extremely  harmonious  relationship  ha^  been  established  betv/een  the 
County  Co\mcil's  Food  and  Drugs  Department  and  the  Botome  Public  Health  Department  and  this  certainly 
helps  to  impro've  the  quality  of  the  work  done  by  the  County  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 

The  year  under  review  has  been  notable  for  a n'umber  of  achievements  in  the  field  of  food 
technology  and  for  the  introduction  after  37  years  of  a new  set  of  Regulations  relating  to  the 
preservation  of  foodstuffs  for  human  cons'umption.  Of  achievements  in  the  field  of  food  technology, 
none  is  more  portentous,  perhaps,  than  the  discovery  by  German  food  scientists  of  a new  ’lacteal 
fluid’  which  contains  all  the  elements  of  the  best  cow’s  milk.  Manufactured  frcm  soya  beans,  it 
is  said  to  make  good  cheese,  but  not  butter.  In  s-vveden,  and  shortly  to  be  introduced  into  this 
Country,  A.P.Tetra-Pak  of  Lund,  Sweden,  are  marketing  sterile  milk  in  bacteria-free  cartons.  It 
is  claimed  that  this  super-clean  milk  could  lead  to  once  •weekly  deliveries  and  save  literally 
millions  of  pounds  in  distributive  costs. 

The  revocation  of  the  1925  Preservq.tives  Regulations  and  their  re-enactment  in  up-to-date 
form  gave  the  legislatxare  a chance  to  catch  up  wdth  the  scientists.  ’iWiether  -we  like  it  or  not,  the 
era  of  food  additives  is  here  to  stay.  Larger  and  larger  populations  ha've  to  be  fed  in  larger  and 
larger  cities  and  an  affluent  society  expects  its  food  to  be  in  perfect  condition  whatever  the 
difficTolties  of  preparation  and  storage.  Most  of  these  stem  frcm  the  fact  that  nearly  all  food- 
s'tuffs  are  perishable  and  many  soon  lose  their  appetising  appearance  and  coloinr.  To  extend  the 
’shelf  life’  of  foodstuffs,  therefore,  is  a continual  struggle  for  the  food  chemists.  Many 
preservatives  are  as  harmful  to  h'umans  as  they  are  to  bacteria  and  there  is  seme  truth  in  the 
assertion  that  much  of  our  food  is  already 'k  bit  too  much  doctored  up  with  chemicals". 


The  British  Industrial  Biological  Research  Association  which  was  set  up  in  I96O  (as  an  off- 
shoot of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research)  is  now  charged  with  the  function  of 
carrying  out  the  biological  and  other  tests  necessaiy  to  ensure  that  this  business  of  additives  does 
not  get  out  of  hand,  but  interesting  discoveries  can  still  be  made  during  the  course  of  routine  sampling. 
In  another  part  of  the  County  a sample  of  Blackciurrant  Syrup  was  sent  for  analysis  and  was  foimd  to  be 
deficient  in  ascorbic  acid  (vitamin  C)  , one  of  the  constituents  v^hich  make  blackcurrant  ^yrup  such  an 
important  health  drink.  It  was  also  fomd  that  the  syrup  was  coloured  with  indigo-carmine,  one  of  the 
peimitted  coal-tar  dyes.  After  extensive  chemical  tests  it  was  found  that  this  dye,  a highly  canplex 
chemical  compound,  was  responsible  for  the  destruction  of  the  vitamin  C,  Needless  to  say,  this 
particular  practise  was  stopped,  but  cause  and  effect  is  not  always  so  clearly  established  and 
many  harmful  additives  must  pass  undetected  for  lack  of  clear-cut  evidence. 

siMPumr. 

In  the  Bourne  Urban  District  25 

Almonds  (ground) 

Butter  confectionery 
Chocolate  (orinking) 

Cream 

Currants  etc. 

Rood  colour 
Halibut  liver  oil 
Margarine 


samples  were  taken, 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 


Milk  4 
Mincemeat  3 
Potted  meat  paste  1 
Preserves  1 
Sausages  1 
Soft  drinks  1 
Soups  ( cream)  1 

Total  25 


Although  the  Public  Analyst's  reports  concerning  the  samples  sutmitted  to  him  from  Bourne, 
were,  in  the  main,  extremely  satisfactory,  the  following  comments  concerning  specific  foodstxaffs 
or  groups  of  foodstuffs  which  he  analysed  may  be  of  interest  :- 

/■■Imonds  (ground) 

This  sample  was  genuine  and  free  from  the  admixture  of  other  kemals. 

Butter  confectionery 

By  Code  of  Practice  agreed  between  the  Ministry  and  the  sugar  confectionery  'trade*  the  word 
'Gutter”  applied  to  sugar  confectionery  means  that  it  contains  not  less  than  4^  butterfat.  The  only 
sample  contained  4^  butterfat. 

Cream 

The  Pood  Standards  (Cream)  Order,  1951,  stipulates  that  cream  may  be  sold  in  three  grades  only  - 
Double,  Sterilised  and  Single,  vd.th  minimum  butterfats  of  48^,  23^  and  l8fo  respectively.  The  three 
samples  of  Double  Cream  were  all  genuine  and  contained  an  average  of  51*07?^  butterfat. 

Currants  etc. 

At  all  seasons  and  in  all  ages  the  tendency  of  foodstiiffs  to  ferment  and  putrefy  has  presented 


problems;  indeed,  one  of  the  properties  of  manna  which  the  Children  of  Isreal  collected  in  the 
Desert  of  Elim  was  that  it  would  not  keep  overnight  and  had  to  be  collected  fresh  daily.  To-day, 
one  of  the  most  intractable  problems  facing  food  manufacturers  is  that  of  food  preservation.  The 
•shelf-life’  of  foodsttiffs  must  constantly  be  lengthened  to  meet  the  demands  of  b'uyers  vdio,  for 
one  reason  or  another,  devote  less  and  less  time  to  the  p'urchase  and  preparation  of  food,  yet 
expect  it  to  be  in  perfect  condition  at  all  times.  Not  only  are  most  foodstuffs  perishable,  but 
many  loose  their  flavour  and  coloxir  unless  they  are  ’doctored  up  a bit  with  chemicals  and  suchlike’. 

In  earlier  days,  preservatives  were  added  to  most  organic  foodstxiffs  because  it  was  easier  to  be 
liberal  with  the  ’chemical’  than  to  keep  all  stages  of  food  preparation  scrupulously  clean.  To-day, 
however,  even  the  most  scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the  food  factory  is  not  enough  and  many  foodstuffs 
must  be  chemically  preserved  if  they  are  to  reach  the  ccmsumer  in  appetising  condition. 

Of  the  articles  sampled  in  the  area,  the  following  are  allowed  to  contain  preservatives 

Chocolate  (drinking)  Preserves 

Currants,  raisings,  sultanas  etc.  Sausages 

Food  colour  Soft  drinks 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  in  no  case  was  the  law  infringed,  nor  were  any  unauthorised 
antibiotics  or  colours  discovered. 

Food  Colour 

The  addition  of  colouring  matter  to  food  is  a practice  hallowed  by  ciistan  and  civilised  peoples 
in  all  ages  have  used  colours  of  vegetable  origin  for  culinary  as  well  as  cosmetic  purposes,  Indigofera 
tinctoria  ( indigo) , rocella  tinctoria  (orchil),  carthamus  tinctorius  (safflower),  crocus  sativus 
(saffron),  anchusa  tinctoria  (henna)  and  many  other  plants  have  provided  vivid  and,  on  the  whole, 
harmless  dyes  throughout  the  ages.  While  coloiir  is  sometimes  added  to  food  to  mask  inferior  ingredients 
the  main  purpose  of  colouring  to-day  is  to  enhance  the  appearance  of  foods  vhich  have  lost  coloior  diming 
processing  - ’to  standardise  appearance’  as  the  food  manufacturer  has  it.  The  Colouring  Matter  in  Food 
Regulations,  1957,  make  it  an  offence  to  add  any  colour  to  Raw  meat,  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables,  while 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  makes  it  an  offence  to  add  any  colour  to  milk.  With  these  few  exceptions, 
permitted  colours  can  be  added  to  almost  all  processed  foods  - ’permitted  colours’  including  cochineal 
(animal),  a wide  range  of  vegetable  colours,  some  half  dozen  or  so  mineral  colours  and  30  coal  tar 
colours.  Not  all  the  experts  are  agreed  that  all  the  ’permitted  colours'  are  safe,  but  the  whole 
question  of  additives  is  under  constant  review  and  there  can  be  no  question  that,  on  the  ^ole,  the 
benefits  outweigh  the  risks  involved. 

The  two  colours  submitted  for  analysis  were  found  to  be  cochineal  and  enythrosine  (coal  tar)  - 
both  ’permitted  colours’ . 

Margarine 

The  Food  Standards  (Margarine)  Order,  1954  arid  the  Butter  and  Margarine  Regulations,  1955  jointly 
govern  the  ccmposition  of  margarine  and  give  it  a food  value  not  much  inferior  to  butter,  namely  a 
vitamin  content  which  approximates  to  that  of  real  butter  and  a maximum  water  content  the  same  as  that 
of  butter  (l6^.  However,  whereas  real  butter  must  be  made  exclusively  frcxn  milk,  margarine  must  not 
contain  more  than  10^  of  fat  derived  from  milk.  It  can  be  coloured  in  the  same  way  as  butter  and  may 
now  contain  certain  permitted  antioxidents  to  preserve  its  flavour  and  nutritive  value.  The  sample 
taken  in  Bourne  was  satisfactory  in  every  w^  and  contained  15.3^  of  water. 
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Milk 


Although  the  production  of  milk  remains  very  much  the  concern  of  local  farmers,  its  collection, 
processing  and  distribution  has  very  largely  passed  into  the  hands  of  outside  organisations.  There 
is,  for  example,  only  one  producer-retailer  in  Bourne, 

In  the  year  imder  review,  a great  deal  of  milk  sampling  was  done  in  the  rural  area  vrfiich,  in 
other  circumstances,  mi^t  have  been  done  in  Bourne  or  Stamford,  One  reason  for  this  was  the 
introduction  dxxring  the  year  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board*  s latest  differential  price  scheme  v^aich 
will  have  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  production  of  better  milk  at  no  extra  cost  to  the  public. 
Producers  of  Channel  Island  milk  who  already  get  a premium  will  not  come  into  the  soheme,  but  all 
other  milk  producers  stand  to  benefit  if  they  can  attain  the  "premiim"  average  of  not  less  than  12,65? 
total  solids  for  12  consecutive  months.  At  the  present  time  the  statutory  minimimi  is  3^  fat  plus 
8,5/?  other  solids  making  a total  of  11,55^  and  since  the  scheme  calls  for  a deduction  of  2d  per  gallon 
where  the  total  solids  fall  below  125?,  the  incentive  to  improve  is  evident.  The  four  samples  taken  in 
Bourne  were  satisfactory. 

There  is  a great  deal  of  truth  in  the  Board’s  claim  that  Britain’s  milk,  already  the  safest  and 
cleanest,  will  soon  be  the  best  in  ccmpositional  quality  as  well. 

By  introducing  this  scheme  and  voicing  this  claim,  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  is  giving  effect  to 
one  of  the  principal  reccranendations  of  the  inter-Departmental  Committee  on  Milk  'viiiich  sat  from  May 
1958  imtil  September  I96C  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Hr,  J.W,  Cook,  of  Exeter  University,  Among  other 
things,  the  Committee  recommended  that  statutory  and  marketing  means  should  be  invoked  to  improve  the 
content  of  solids  in  milk,  contending  that  from  the  standpoint  of  nutrition  in  Britain,  the  contribution 

of  protein,  calcium,  lactose  and  vitamins  thereby  attained  was  invaluable 

" and  an  insurance  against  the  continuance  of  adverse  dietary  trends,  notably  the  marked  increase 

in  the  consumption  of  sugar  and  fats,  foodstuffs  which  provide  calories,  but  not  a great  deal  else," 

An  interesting  innovation  which  may  have  wide  repercussions  in  the  near  future  is  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board’s  new  bulk-collection  system  ^/rilich  renders  daily  collections  from  faims  unnecessary. 

This  technique  replaces  the  chum  method  of  milk  collection  and  has  other  incidental  advantages  as 
well.  In  place  of  the  churns  a refrigerated  farm  tank  is  installed  Tfiriaich  also  aots  as  a measuring 
vessel  up  to  its  capacity  of  300,  2tJOO  or  500  gallons.  The  cows  are  milked  by  machine  in  the  normal 
way,  except  that  the  milk  passes  direct  into  the  storage  tank  where  it  is  kept  at  4-O^ahr,  imtil  the 
collection  vehicle  arrives.  The  milk  is  then  measured  and,  after  mechanical  agitation,  sampled  for 
quality.  It  is  then  drawn  from  the  tank  into  the  insulated  road  tanker.  On  its  journey  by  tanker  to 
the  dairy,  the  milk  is  kept  at  the  same  lov/  temperature  as  in  the  farm  tank  and  thus  it  arrives  at  the 
dairy  in  much  better  condition  than  if  it  had  stood  for  some  hours  in  a chum  at  air  temperature.  The 
collection  of  refrigerated  bulk  milk  from  farms  enables  econanies  to  be  made  in  the  reception  and 
handling  at  the  depot  and  sane  part  of  these  savings  are  paid  to  the  producer  in  the  form  of  a 
gallonage  premium. 

Soiled  finger  bandage  In  Canned  Meat 

An  unsavoury  complaint  concerned  the  finding  of  a soiled  finger  bandage  in  a tin  of  Chopped 
Ham  and  Pork,  Tlie  product  had  been  packed  in  Brazil  by  International  Canners  Ltd. , and  imported 
by  a firm  very  well  known  in  the  food  trade,  from  whom  it  came  to  the  Bourne  retailer  via  a local 
wholesaler.  Iflhile  it  was  apparent  from  the  outset  that  the  offence  must  have  been  conmitted  in 
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Brazil,  the  County  Council  had  no  alternative  hut  to  summon  the  importer.  The  case 
was  heard  by  the  Bourne  Magistrates,  who  imposed  a fine  of  £50  and  five  guineas  costs. 

Conclusion 

Although  a great  deal  has  been  written  above  about  what  may  or  may  not  be  added 
to  food,  the  fact  remains  that  the  foodstuffs,  generally,  are  extremely  TAholesone,  To 
some  extent,  the  credit  for  this  belongs  to  the  people,  themselves,  for,  living  in  a part 
of  England  \ihich  is  famous  for  its  agriculture,  they  have  the  country-dwellers  feeling 
for  good  food  and  won't  be  fobbed-off  with  shoddy  or  second-rate  produce.  Wciere  the 
more  sophisticated  foodstuffs  are  concerned,  it  is  as  well,  perhaps,  that  there  is  an 
impartial  food  sampling  service  to  make  systematic  checks." 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Hawley  for  all  the  help  and  co-operation  which  I have 
received  fron  him  throu^out  the  year. 

With  the  ever  increasing  number  of  food  additives  and  preservatives  used  in  the  food 
processing  industry;  with  the  vast  array  of  potent  pesticides  and  sprays  -used  by  the  farming 
community  and  with  the  wide  range  of  chemicals  and  antibiotics  used  by  the  veterinarians, 
those  vfao  watoh  over  the  safety  of  the  public  food  supplies  at  both  national  and  local 
level  carry  an  enormous  responsibility  on  their  shoulders, 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 


As  reported  last  year  a blind  octogenarian  woman  was  removed  under  Section  47  of  this 
Act  from  her  Almshouse  heme  to  St,  G-eorge's  Hospital,  Stamford,  She  took  her  discharge  on 
the  expiration  of  the  order  and  retiorned  home  contrary  to  the  advice  of  everyone  concerned. 

Her  physical  condition  rapidly  deteriorated  however  and  she  was  forced  by  frailty  though 
still  bitterly  opposed  to  it  to  re-enter  St.  George's  Hospital.  Here  she  remained  and  the 
tenancy  of  her  Almshouse  was  relinquished.  I visit  her  from  time  to  time  in  hospital.  vAiere 
she  still  talks  about  going  heme  but  on  the  whole  is  content, 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

This  Coxmcil  si:pports  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  by  so  doing  receives 
and  displays  the  posters  and  propaganda  material  Viiiich  they  issue  from  time  to  time.  Valuable 
as  all  this  undo\±)tedly  is  I think  the  real  victories  are  v/on  by  the  personal  efforts  of  in- 
dividiials  who  endeavour  to  spread  the  gospel  of  better  health.  Each  Medical  Practitioner,  Health 
Visitor,  Nurse,  Health  Inspector  and  those  who  hold  public  positions  have  a most  important  part 
to  play  in  the  educational  programme. 

The  Road  Safety  "Tufty  Club"  for  the  toddlers  has  met  with  great  success  as  this  was  put 
over  at  a personal  level,  192  members  were  enrolled  during  the  year. 

Miscellany 

This  year  marked  a great  step  forward  in  the  services  to  the  elderly  of  the  town  Vihen  the 
Meals  on  Wheels  scheme  v/as  launched  by  the  W.V.S,  The  idea  had  the  full  support  of  a vd.dely 
based  Committee,  the  members  of  viiich  were  drawn  from  all  the  organisations  of  the  town  under 
the  Chairmanship  of  Mrs.  Tipler,  By  the  close  of  the  year  12  meals  were  being  provided  twice 


a week  to  12  persons.  This  service  will  prove  a very  great  boon  to  the  wellbeing  of  a needy 
section  of  the  coirammity  and  will  make  a valuable  contribution  to  the  dietary  needs  of  the 
recipients.  It  will  rapidly  becane  an  essential  service  for  the  need  is  a continuing  and 
increasing  one,  A subscription  list  was  opened  for  the  purchase  of  a van  to  assist  in  the 
distribution  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  available  in  19 63. 

During  the  year  cases  of  a socio-medical  nature  continued  to  occur  fron  time  to  time. 

There  was  the  elderly  lady  who  lived  alone  and  had  no-one  to  look  ai’ter  her  though  she  was 
incapable  of  doing  so  herself  due  to  arthritis  and  age.  After  a lot  of  persuasion  she  was 
prevailed  upon  to  enter  St.  George’s  Hospital  in  Stamford, 

There  was  the  septuagenarian  lady  inho  came  to  live  with  relatives  in  Bourne  on  the  death 
of  her  married  dau^ter  with  ’vihan  ^e  formerly  resided.  She  was  the  unwanted  wife  of  many 
years  standing  and  very  lonely  without  a friend  in  the  world,  A vacancy  in  welfare  accanmodaticn 
was  arranged  for  her.  Such  cases  are  always  tragic. 

There  was  the  blind  and  diabetic  lady  who  lived  alone  and  for  whom  supportive  doniciliary 
services  were  arranged. 

These  are  just  a few  snippits  to  clothe  the  dry  statistical  bones  with  flesh  and  blood. 

Modern  procedures  and  practices  bring  new  problems  in  their  train.  The  association  between 
cigarette  smoke  and  lijng  cancer  is  a classical  example.  More  recently  an  association  between 
the  use  of  lacquer  sprays  in  ill-ventilated  hairdressing  saloons  and  another  lung  disease  has 
been  established.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  ensure  adequa.te  ventilation  in  premises  "where 
these  are  used. 

There  is  the  problem  of  retirement.  This  is  actually  a new  social  phenonenan,  the 
prerogative  now  of  the  vast  majority  and  not  just  of  the  few.  Medical  science  continues 
to  stretch  the  span  of  life  but  how  to  make  fruitful  use  of  these  added  years  requires  thou^t 
aid  preparation  long  before  the  event.  The  cultivation  of  nev/  interests  and  hobbies  and  the 
fostering  of  the  siqireme  talent  of  refusing  to  be  bored  or  stagnant  are  essential..  The  aim 
should  be  to  give  practical  expression  to  Browning's  adage  that  "the  last  of  life  is  the  best". 

Some  of  the  big  firms  in  the  Midlands  including  the  Rubery  Owen  Group  are  giving  voluntary 
in-service  courses  to  their  employees  aged  fifty  and  upwards  on  preparation  for  retirement. 

Such  topics  as:- 

1.  The  financial  aspects  of  retirement. 

2.  Emotional  health  in  retirement, 

3.  Physical  and  mental  health  in  retiranent, 

4.  Housing  and  with  whom  to  live. 

5.  Transition  from  work  to  leasure, 
are  deailt  with  and  discussed. 

At  all  times  boredan  loneliness  and  a feeling  of  not  being  wanted  must  be  fou^t  as  they  are 
utterly  demoralising  and  they  can  reduce  old  age  to  misery.  Certain  it  is  that  this  new  phenonenon 
of  enforced  leisure  time  poses  problons  for  society  "wfliich  must  be  thou^t  about  and  answered  by  the 
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ccaranunity  and  the  individual.  The  added  years  must  he  made  meaningful  othervd.se  the  triumphs  of 
medicine  and  science  will  he  empty  victories, 

A system  of  voluntary  regular  visiting  to  those  who  are  elderly  and  live  alone  is  a continuing 
need  and  woiild  prevent  a considerahLe  amoiint  of  loneliness  and  that  withdrav/al  fran  the  life  of  the 
community  vdiich  is  the  precursor  of  social  hreakdown. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr,  J.G-.  Farrow,  the  Manager  of  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
and  National  Insurance  Virho  has  generously  continued  his  help.  This  has  taken  the  form  of  including 
in  the  pension  documents  of  each  person  "vdio  reaches  pensionable  age  the  Council's  sjnnopsis  of  the 
National  Local  Authority  and  Volimtary  Services  available  to  them. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  age  scale  this  year  has  seen  the  formation  of  a Prevention  of  Child 
Neglect  Co-ordinating  Conmittee  and  this  met  quarterly.  At  it  there  is  a pooling  of  information 
hy  representatives  of  the  Childrens'  Department,  the  National  Assistance  Board  and  the  Hoixsing 
Departments,  also  the  Health  Visitor,  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  the  Home  Help  Organiser  and  the 
School  Welfare  Officer  mder  the  Chairmanship  of  your  doctor.  The  most  productive  line  of  action 
is  then  decided  upon  in  each  case  under  review.  These  meetings  undeniably  help  to  improve  the  co- 
operation between  all  concerned  and  prevent  unnecessary  and  undesirable  overlapping  and  visiting. 

As  your  medical  representative  I have  continued  to  serve  on  the  Control  of  Infections  Conmittee 
and  had  the  honour  to  be  Chairman  for  the  year  of  the  Maternity  Liaison  Conmittee  of  the  Peterborough 
Hospital  Croup.  I have  also  served  on  the  Disablement  Advisory  Conmittee  and  the  Medical  Panel  of 
the  Stamford  and  Bourne  Area  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  on  the  newly  formed  Geriatric  Care 
Association,  By  so  doing  a greater  mutal  understanding  is  fostered  between  many  and  varied 
organisa.tions  and  the  Health  Department, 

I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Conmittee  for 
their  unfailing  help  and  support  and  to  the  other  members  of  the  Council  for  their  abiding  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

It  v/as  with  much  regret  that  we  saw  Mr,  Brown  go  his  new  post  in  Suffolk  and  we  wish  him  well 
in  his  new  post.  To  Mr.  N,  Buckle,  his  successor,  we  extend  a hearty  vrelcome  and  hope  that  his 
stay  ’Will  be  a long  and  happy  one,  I wish  to  acknowledge  the  wholehearted  co-operation  which  he 
has  extended  to  me  since  his  arrival,  I also  v/ant  to  thank  my  other  colleagues  on  the  staff  for 
their  ready  help  throxaghout  the  year  and  Miss  Bxirchnell  for  her  exuberant  and  efficient  work  in 
the  Health  Department  Office, 

Finally  I again  offer  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Galletly  for  kindly  standing  by  for  me  when  I have 
been  away. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  ELLIS  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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imUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HE.ALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1962. 


To  the  Chaiman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Bourne, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  annual  report  for  the  year  1962.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  I did  not  take  up  the  appointment  as  your  Public  Health  Inspector  until  towards  the  end  of 
October,  most  of  the  information  and  detail  consists  of  the  work  of  your  previous  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr,  L,  W,  Brown.  I am  indebted  to  his  records  from  which  much  of  the  information  has 
been  obtained. 

HOUSING. 

Adequate  housing  accommodation  is  of  primary  importance  in  the  enjoyment  of  a full  and  healthy 
life  and  the  inspection  of  the  houses  in  the  district  occupies  a good  deal  of  time  in  the  Health 
Department, 

Adequate  housing  of  the  people  falls  into  four  main  categories: - 

(a)  The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  incapable  of  any  further  useful  life, 

(b)  The  repair  and  improvement  of  older  type  houses, 

(c)  The  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

(d)  The  provision  of  new  houses  either  by  Local  Authority  or  private  enterprise. 

(a)  Unfit  Houses. 


The  Council  declared  a Clearance  Area  in  West  Street,  Bourne  but  three  of  the  four  houses 
being  empty  it  was  decided  to  proceed  by  placing  an  individual  Demolition  Order  on  the  one 
occupied  house.  No  Clearance  Orders  were  made  during  the  year. 


The  following  individual  houses  were  dealt  with  as  shown: - 


Red  Hall,  Bourne 
21-23,  Burghley  Street,  Bourne 
2,  Eastgate,  Bourne 
21  - 25,  Hereward  Street,  Bourne 
7,  South  Street,  Bourne 
59,  West  Street,  Bourne 


Closing  Order 
Closing  Orders 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Orders 
Closing  Order 
Demolition  Order 


Following  the  Closing  Order  being  placed  on  the  Red  Hall,  the  ownership  changed  and  as  a 
result  repairs  to  the  structure  and  improvement  to  the  water  supply  were  in  hand  at  the  year  end 
and  it  seons  that  this  building  will  be  saved.  The  other  building  of  historic  interest.  No,  7, 
South  Street,  became  the  subject  of  a Closing  Order  but  at  the  year  end  the  house  was  still 
occupied  and  no  further  action  had  been  taken.  Works  of  improvement  were  conmenced  at  No.  5, 
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Scfuth  Fen  Road  and  9 and  11  Eyke  (both  subject  to  Orders)  and,  by  the  middle  of  the  year,  it  was 
possible  to  remove  the  Closing  Order  on  76,  Austerby  where  improvements  had  been  carried  out. 
Nos,  9-13,  South  Fen  Road,  were  also  improved  but  No.  57,  Spalding  Road  remained  occupied, 
ini^ite  of  the  Demolition  Order,  throu^out  the  year. 

The  follov^ing  table  shows  details  of  demolitions  and  re-housing  during  the  year:- 


HOUSES 

IN 

CLEAR/iNCE 

AREAS 

Number  of  houses  demolished  5 

Persons  displaced  1 

Families  displaced  1 

DmroLISHED 

NOT  IN 

CLEARANCE 

AEEi\S 

Number  of  houses  demolished  9 

Persons  displaced  13 

Families  displaced  8 

UNFIT 

HOUSES 

Number  of  houses  5 

Persons  displaced  1 

CLOSED 

Families  displaced  1 

After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  A 

UNFIT 

- 

After  formal  notice  by  Public  Health  Act: 

by  owner  - 

HOUSES 

1 

by  Local  Authority  - 

M;\DE 

1 FIT 

After  formal  notice  Housing  Act: 

by  owner  A 

1 

1 

by  Local  Authority  - 

2 


(b)  Repairs  and  Improvement  of  Houses » 

The  statutory  requirements  for  the  repair  of  houses  falls  into  two  categories: - 

(a)  Unfit  houses  Yiiich  can  be  repaired  and  made  fit  at  reasonable 
ejcpense  may  be  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act; 

(b)  Minor  defects  of  repair  resulting  in  prejudice  to  health  or  a nijisance 
can  be  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 

In  practice  one  finds  that  resource  to  statutory  notices  and  legal  action  is  only 
necessary  in  the  rare  case  and  verbal  requests  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  or  informal 
letters  usually  produce  a satisfactory  result, 

Tiirteen  complaints  relating  to  housing  defects  were  received  during  the  year  and  seven 
other  houses  showing  defects  were  noted  as  a result  of  routine  inspections.  In  only  two  cases 
was  it  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  one  of  these  was 
eventually  withdrawn. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  programme  for  clearance  of  unfit  houses  together  with  the 
workings  to  some  extent  of  the  Rent  Act  has  reduced  the  numbers  of  housing  canplaints  received, 
Ro  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  improvement  of  houses  by  Standard  and  Discretionary  Grants  continued  during  the  year. 
Standard  grants  were  paid  in  respect  of:- 

iifO  and  2f2,  Spalding  Road 

53,  81  and  83,  Dyke 

7,  Goggles  Causeway 

These  allow  for  the  provision  of  fixed  bath,  Y/ashhand  basin,  W.C. , hot  water  system  and 
food  store. 

Discretionary  Grants  providing  for  more  extensive  renovation  and  alterations  were  paid  in 
respect  of:- 

2,  Elm  Terrace  1,  Stanley  Street 

11  and  13,  Spalding  Road  (conversion  of  two  houses  to  one) 

Horse  and  Groom,  West  Street  36a,  South  Street 

59,  6l  and  63,  Spalding  Road  6,  Gladstone  Street 

A sub-committee  of  the  Housing  Ccsumittee  which  is  advised  on  these  matters  by  the  Surveyor 
recanmen6.ed  payment  of  £2,ll6  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  Council  acquired  by  agreement  the  houses  numbered  3 - 23,  St,  Peter*  s 
Road  which  had  been  schedilLed  for  clearance.  Improvements  consisting  of  provision  of  W.C., 
fuel  store  and  porch  to  toilet,  nev/  kitchen  windows,  water  supply  and  sink  drainage  and  hot 
water  unit  over  the  sink  were  ccmmenced  and  these  houses  should  be  given  a new  lease  of  life 
as  small  units  of  accommodation. 


2,  Harrington  Street 
15,  Gladstone  Street 
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Improvements  by  the  provision  of  hot  water  sjrstems  were  continued  in  the  Comcil' s houses 
at  Recreation  Road. 

The  total  of  privately  improved  houses  are  now  as  follows: - 

Discretionary  G-rants  Standard  Grants 

52  21 

The  improvement  of  hoiises  remains  a voluntaiy  scheme  not  withstanding  suggestions  that 
some  degree  of  compulsion  is  necessary  to  bring  suitable  houses  to  the  standard  required  and 
the  majority  of  grants  are  applied  for  by  owner/ occupiers  and  owners  of  tied  dwellings. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Goverrment  did  issue  a 
circular  asking  local  authorities  to  consider  areas  sxiitable  for  improvement  and  suggesting  that 
every  effort  be  made  to  persuade  owners  of  hoxises  without  the  basic  amenities  of  hot  water,  bath, 
W.C,,  etc,  to  bring  their  houses  up  to  standard  with  the  help  of  a grant,  Althou^  for  many  years 
ownership  of  rented  houses  was  rather  a liabiliiy  the  implementation  of  the  Rent  Act  which  allows 
a rent  of  2 times  the  gross  value  of  the  dwelling  and  a 12-1^  per  annm  increase  in  rent  following 
improvements  would  appear  to  make  the  ownership  on  repaired  and  improved  dwelling  an  exceptionally 
good  investment  with  financial  returns  better  than  many  other  foims  of  investment.  One  must  also 
consider  of  course  that  opposition  to  improvement  may  cane  from  the  tenant  - the  elderly  and  infirm 
pensioners  may  not  v/ish  to  be  put  to  the  trouble  of  extensive  alterations  and  seme  would  undoubtedly 
find  a rent  increase  of  up  to  lO/-  per  week  hard  to  find. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  improvement  of  dwellings  continues  and  that  the 
general  housing  standard  is  rising  if  slowly, 

(c)  Overcr  owdihg . 

No  statutory  overcrowding  as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  noted  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  quite  a nimber  of  houses  particularly  when  occupied  by  more  than  one  family,  are  cramped  and 
that  overcrowding  as  defined  by  the  man  in  the  street  has  a different  meaning  to  the  precise  tables 
in  the  Act, 

(d)  New  Hotjsing  Developncnt. 

The  Council’ s biiilding  programme  was  continued  in  1962  by  the  ccm^^letion  of  "the  Stubbs  Close 
bungalows  project  at  lyke  and  the  building  of  bungalows  at  Alexander  Terrace,  The  nvimber  of  new 
dv/ellings  completed  during  the  year  was  lA,. 

The  follomng  families  were  re-accanmodated  by  the  Council  during  the  year:- 


I&iowles, 

7,  Hereward  Bmgalows; 

Stokea, 

57,  Wood  View; 

Skuja, 

6, 

Gladstone  Street, 

Lees, 

5,  Hereward  Street; 

Wass, 

92,  ryke; 

Northern, 

Yeovil; 

Rouse , 

59,  ryke; 

Nov/ell, 

11,  Willougliby  Ed; 

Kay, 

21, 

Burghley  Street, 

Barry, 

8A,  North  Street; 

Hibbins , 

23,  Hereward  Street 

; Wilson, 

71, 

Harrington  Street 

Mancrief , 

13  , Willoughby  Road ; 

Perkins , 

65,  Harrington  St; 

Cannon, 

45, 

Dyke, 

Ayliff, 

12,  Queen’s  Road; 

Green, 

15,  Willoughby  Rd; 

Goldsmith, 

28, 

Hereward  Street, 

Senior, 

105,  North  Road; 

Hibbins , 

55,  Dyke; 

Goodwin, 

8, 

Cawthorpe , 

’^'i^t , 

9,  Alexandra  Terrace; 

Gwilliam, 

4,  Tlie  Slipe; 

Mason, 

13, 

Broadway,  Morton, 

Private  housing  development  continued  and  in  addition  to  individual  sites  the 
schemes  at  Kingsway,  Gladstone  Street,  Drunmond  Road  were  continued  and  to  keep  pace 
with  demand  proposals  were  put  forward  for  a further  new  development  at  West  Road, 

Housing  legislation  introduced  diiring  the  year  included  the  Management  of  Hoxises 
in  Multiple  Occupation  Regulations  relating  to  the  older  type  of  large  houses  let  to 
many  different  families  (a  problem  of  increasing  concern  to  the  larger  towns)  and  a 
new  Landlord  and  Tenant  Act  which  made  it  an  obligation  on  all  landlords  to  provide  a 
rent  book  for  weekly  lettings  #iether  or  not  they  are  subject  to  the  Rent  Act  and 
irrespective  of  the  rateable  value  of  the  property, 

(e)  Moveable  Dvyellings. 

One  site  and  two  caravans  are  licenced  mder  the  provisions  of  the  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960. 

Two  applications  were  received  for  site  licences  each  for  one  caravan.  Planning 
consent  was  refused  however,  on  a site  in  Abbey  Road  and  this  application  was  withdrawn. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a circular  from  the  Ministry  asked  County  Councils 
to  review  in  consultation  with  district  councils  the  desirability  of  providing  sites 
by  the  local  authority  for  gypsies  and  other  self-employed  or  casual  van  dvrellers  v^o 
live  on  unlicenced  sites  creating  a nuisance  or  imsightliness.  An  enquiry  was  received 
from  the  County  Council  but  as  it  was  considered  that  in  this  district  the  only  problem 
arose  from  occasional  didecoy  travellers,  no  action  was  considered  necessary, 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Meat  Inspection. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  v/ithin  the  district  r^ained  similar  to  the  previous 
year  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  a one  hundred  per  cent,  post-mortem  inspection  service 
was  maintained.  Ante-mortem  examination  is  carried  out  on  animals  as  and  v&ien  possible. 
Much  of  this  work  is  carried  out  outside  normal  office  hours  either  late  at  ni^t  or  early 
morning  but  the  effort  is  appreciated  and  worth-Vihile , I am  grateful  to  the  relief  meat 
inspection  service  afforded  by  two  qualified  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Mr.  Grainger  and 
Mr.  Jackson  vdth  a nearby  authority,  who  give  their  evenings  for  this  purpose  during 
the  absence  on  leave  or  sickness  of  my  pre-decessor  Mr,  L,  W,  Brown  and  myself. 

The  high  percentage  of  cows,  calves  and  horses  affected  with  disease  is  due  mainly 
to  the  casualty  stock  dealt  vd.th  at  one  of  the  slaughterhouses.  All  the  meat  intended 
for  retail  sale  within  the  town  is  of  a high  quality.  A further  reduction  in  the 
incidence  of  condemnations  due  to  tubercialosis  is  noted  and  it  would  appear  possible  for 
this  disease  to  be  cleared  up  within  a very  short  time. 

In  addition  to  routine  examination  of  animals  in  the  slaughterhouse  five  \musual 
specimens  of  pig  liver  and  bovine  lungs  were  subamitted  to  the  Pathological  laboratory 
for  more  detailed  examination. 

The  total  number  of  animals  killed  was  7 >511  and  the  following  tables  show  the  nmber 
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Reasons  for  imfitness  for  human  constmption 
( a)  Complete  or  Part  Bodies; 


1  Horse  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Horse  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Horse  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Horse  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Bull  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
8 Cow  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
4 Cow  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
4 Cow  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
3 Cow  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
1 Cow  Carcaise  and  all  Organs 

1 Cow  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

2 Cow  Carcases  and  all  Organs 

3 Cow  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
2 Cow  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
1 Cow  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Cow  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

1 Heifer  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Heifer  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Heifer  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

1 Steer  Carcese  and  all  Organs 

2 Steer  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
1 Steer  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Pig  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

1 Pig  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

4 Pig  Carcases  and  all  Organs 

2 Pig  Carcases  and  all  Organs 

5 Pig  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
2 Pig  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
2 Pig  Carcases  and  all  Organs 

4 Sheep  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
1 Sheep  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

6 Sheep  Carcases  and  all  Organs 

1 Sheep  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

2 Sheep  Carcases  and  all  Organs 
1 Sheep  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Sheep  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Calf  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

1 Calf  Carcase  and  all  Organs 
1 Horse  Rihs 
1 Horse  Hindquarters 


Multiple  Tumours 
Fever 

rtropsical  and  Congestion 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

Acute  Septic  Pneumonia 

General  Fever 

Acute  Septic  Mastitis 

Emaciation 

Oedema 

Acute  Septic  Endocarditis 
Acute  Septic  Pneumonia 
Moribund 

Multiple  Injuries 
pyaemia 

Generalised  C.  Bcvis 

Uraemia 

Dropsy 

Acute  Septic  Pneumonia 

pyaemia 

Abscesses 

Injuries  and  Oedema 
Fever 

Acute  Septic  Metritis 

Septicaemia 

Moribund 

Acute  Swine  Erysipelas 
Acute  Septic  Peritonitis 
Dropsy 

General  Fever 

Pathological  Emaciation 

Septic  Pneumonia 

General  Fever 

Oedema 

Moribund 

Bruising 

Multiple  Abscesses 
Pyaemia 
Decomposition 
Bruising 

Septic  Polyarthritis 


7 


1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

7 

(b) 

14 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
9 
3 
3 
1 

]4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

15 


Bullock  Part  Hindquarter 
Bullock  Part  Hindquarter 
Heifer  Part  Carcases 
Bullock  Pore-quarter 
Cow  Hindquarters 
Cow  Forequarters 
Cow  Brisketts 
Cow  Topside 
Cow  Leg 

Calf  Part  Carcase 
Sheep  Forequarter 
Sheep  Leg 

Bullock  Carcases  sutinitted 

Offal. 

Horse  Livers 
Horse  Kidneys 
Horse  Liver 
Horse  Lungs 
Horse  Lungs 
Horse  Lungs 
Cow  Id  vers 
Cow  Livers 
Cow  Livers 
Cow  Liver 
Cow  Liangs 
Cow  Liangs 

Cow  Head  and  Tongue 
Cow  Heart 

Bullock  Heads  and  Tongues 
Bullock  Heads  and  Tongues 


- 

Abscesses 

- 

Bmising 

- 

Bmoising 

- 

Inflamation 

- 

Bruising 

- 

Bruising 

- 

Bruising 

- 

Bruising 

- 

Bruising 

- 

Fouled 

- 

Bruising 

- 

Broken 

to  deep  fPeeze, 

- Parasites 

- Degeneration 

- Echinococcus  Cysts 

- Parasites 

- Echinococcus  Cysts 

- Congested 

- Telangectasis 

- Peritonitis 

- Abscesses 

- Flukes 

- Pneumonia 

- Pleurisy 

- Actincmycosis 

- Endocarditis 

- Tuberculosis 

- AcHnanycosis 


7 Bullock  Heads  and  Tongues 
82  Bullock  Livers 

6 Bullock  Livers  (Parts) 

1 Bullock  Idver 

1 Bullock  Liver 

1 Bullock  Heart 
3 Bullock  Hearts 
5 Bullock  Kidneys 

32  Bullock  Lungs 
17  Bullock  Liangs 

2 Bullock  Liangs 

7 Bullock  Lungs 

1 Bullock  Lungs 

2 Bullock  Lungs 

1 Bullock  Skirt 
1 Bullock  Skirt 

1 Sheep  Idver 

2 Sheep  Livers 
43  Sheep  Livers 

2 Sheep  Kidneys 

1 Sheep  Lungs 

2 Calf  Lungs 

8 Pig  Heads 
27  Pig  Lungs 
13  Pig  Lungs 

1 Pig  Lungs 

33  fdg  Livers 

1 Pig  Idver 
20  Pig  Hearts 

2 Pig  Mesenteric  Pats 

1 Pig  Kidney 

2 Pigs  Plucks 


C,  Bovis 

Flukes  & Abscesses 
Flukes  & Abscesses 
Congested 
Cirrhosis 
C.  Bovis 
Pericarditis 
Nephritis 
Pleurisy 
Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis 
Pulmonary  Distoma 
Actincmycosis 
Fouled  with  Stcmach 
contents 
Abscess 
C,  Bovis 
Cirrhosis 

Echinococcus  Cysts 

Flukes 

Nephritis 

Parasites 

Congestion 

Tuberculosis 

Pleurisy 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis 

Necrosis 

Tuberciolosis 

Pericarditis 

Tuberculosis 

Nephritis 

Pleurisy  & Peritonitis 


The  total  wei^t  of  meat  and  offal  found  on  examination  to  bo  unfit -for  human  consiinption  was  as  follows: - 


Meat;  9“tons.  10-cwt,  2-qrts,  27-lbs.  Offal;  2-tons.  11-cwts,  3-qrts,  12-lbs. 


Discussions  continued  at  a National  level  on  the  proposed  new  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  iishich 
in  addition  to  allowing  for  a charge  to  be  made  by  the  Local  Authority  for  inspection  and  marking,  would 
impose  a statutory  code  of  inspection  instead  of  the  advisory  memorandm  at  present  in  use.  It  was  hoped 
to  bring  these  into  operation  at  the  1st  April,  1963  but  by  the  year  end  it  appeared  unlikely  that  there 
would  be  sufficient  time  for  the  in^jlementation  by  that  date. 

The  Council  again  received  an  Exchequer  grant  towards  the  cost  of  inspecting  ’’export''  meati,C4neat 
produced  in  the  Urban  District  but  destined  for  ccnamunities  outside  the  boundaries.  Owing  to  a decrease 
in  the  total  animals  killed  this  amounted  in  1962  to  £90  as  opposed  to  the  £97  claimed  in  1961. 
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Food  Ingpection 


During  the  year  regular  visits  have  "been  paid  to  shops  selling  food  and  a quantity  of  canned 
goods  surrendered  by  local  trades  for  destruction.  These  consisted  of:- 


82 

lbs. 

Bacon 

Putrefaction 

1 

X 

12 

lbs. 

Cooked  Ham 

It 

3 

X 

6 

lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

n 

1 

X 

T— 

J-4 

lbs. 

Ox  Tongue 

ti 

12 

X 

16 

ozs. 

Luncheon  Meat 

II 

1 

X 

12 

ozs. 

Luncheon  Meat 

II 

10 

X 

7 

ozs. 

Corned  Beef 

It 

1 

X 

11^ 

ozs. 

Chopped  Ham 

It 

1 

X 

16 

ozs. 

Steak  and  Kidney  PLe 

It 

1 

X 

7i 

ozs. 

Salmon 

It 

1 

X 

3 

ozs. 

Cream 

It 

2 

X 

6 

ozs. 

Cream 

It 

1 

X 

16 

ozs. 

Condensed  Milk 

It 

3 

X 

16 

ozs. 

Evaporated  Milk 

ti 

6 

X 

6 

ozs. 

Rice  Pudding 

It 

1 

X 

15 

QZS, 

Creamed  Macaroni 

It 

9 

X 

16 

ozs. 

Beans  in  Tomato 

It 

1 

X 

19 

ozs. 

Processed  Peas 

It 

2 

X 

19 

ozs. 

Grapefruit 

Metal  Corrosion 

4 

X 

8 

ozs. 

Fruit  Salad 

Blown 

Total  weight  of  other  foods;  1-cwt.  1-qrt.  l6-lbs. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year  more  canplaints  v/ere  received  about  a shop  selling  butter 
which  was  not  satisfactory.  These  complaints  were  a continuation  of  similar  canplaints  received  in 
1961.  Following  correspondence  with  the  Headquarters  of  the  retailers  in  question  when  no  satis- 
factory  explanation  was  forthcoming  the  Coimcil  decided  to  institute  proceedings  against  the 
offending  fim  and  as  a result  of  the  hearing  in  the  Magistrates  Court,  fines  totalling  £80  plus 
the  Council’s  costs  were  imposed. 

Later  in  the  year  a complaint  was  received  fran  a member  of  the  public  who  purchased  a can 
of  chopped  ham  and  pork  from  a local  retailer  and  found  on  slicing  the  contents  a soiled  finger 
dressing  embedded  in  the  meat,  The  national  firm  of  canners  who  had  imported  the  can  from  South 
iimerica  were  prosecuted  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  and  the  Magistrates,  taking  a serious  view 
of  the  offence,  imposed  a fine  of  £50, 


FOOD  HYCIEKE 

The  follov/ing  is  a list  of  food  businesses  operating  vi/ithin  the  district 


Butchers  8 
General  provisions  22 
Wet  fish  1 
Fried  fish  3 
Cake  confectionary  2 


Slaughterhouse  s 
School  canteens  etc. 
Market  stalls 
Public  houses 
Bakehouses 


3 
7 

35 

16 

4 


8 

4 


Sweet  confectionery 
Fniit  and  vegetable 


Restaurants,  cafes  6 

Miscellaneous  14 


Routine  inspections  vrere  made  of  all  these  premises  particular  attention  being  paid  to  the 
premises  ■where  food  was  being  prepared  including  the  bakehouses,  kitchens  and  the  nine  premises 
registered  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  preparation  of  sausages  and  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  foodstuffs. 


Most  infringements  of  the  Pood  Ifygiene  Regulations  -were  of  a minor  nature  and  rectified 
on  verbal  intimation  being  given  to  the  food  handler  concerned  and  in  only  three  instances  was 
it  necessary  to  report  the  circumstances  to  the  Co\jncil.  In  the  first  case  a greengrocer  and 
fruiterer  effected  improvements  to  his  hand-washing  facilities  and  toilet  arrangements.  In  the 
other  two  cases  the  notice  of  time  and  place  to  appear  before  the  Canmittee  to  show  cause  why 
registration  shoiold  not  be  withdravm  resulted  in  major  improvements  and  alterations  to  one 
butchery  business  and  improvements  to  the  boiling  roan  of  another. 


A close  v/atch  was  also  kept  on  market  stalls  and  improvements  effected  to  coverings  and 
display. 


The  delivery  of  meat  by  local  retailers  and  vsholesale  butchers  was  kept  under  observations 
during  the  year  and  no  exception  could  be  taken  to  the  local  vehicles  or  dress  of  the  operatives, 
A complaint  concerning  the  poor  handling  technique  employed  by  a ■wholesaler  was  investigated  and 
it  was  foimd  that  the  problem  arose  ftrom  xinloading  fran  a high  level  vehicle  necessitating  the 
depositing  of  the  carcases  on  the  floor  of  the  van  on  dirty  sacking.  Representations  were  made 
to  •the  firm  asking  for  consideration  to  the  adaptation  of  its  fleet  of  vehicles  to  preclude  this 
double  handling  of  meat  and  in  the  meantime  to  equip  their  cirrrent  models  wi'th  P.V.C.  sheeting, 
in  place  of  the  sacking.  The  -uholesaler  operating  from  "the  Council*  s abattoir  continued  to 
deliver  meat  in  a very  satisfactory  state. 

Representations  were  also  made  to  a local  ■trader  using  a dilapidated  van  as  a mobile  shop 
and  as  a result  an  order  was  placed  for  a new  suitable  unit  which  it  was  hoped  would  be  deli^vered 
early  in  the  New  Year. 


SI  augh  ter  house  s 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  -under  review  -three  slaughterhoxises  were  in  operation,  viz:- 

Messrs,  W.  H.  Ewles  & Sons  - 13,  North  Street,  Bourne 

Messrs,  T.  W.  Mays  & Sons  - Klondyke,  off  West  Road,  Bourne 

Bourne  Urban  District  Council  - 31,  Eastgate,  Bo-ume 


The  "two  private  slau^terhouses  were  licenced  by  the  Council  and  -the  premises  at  No,  13, 
North  Street  was  in  the  state  of  being  improved  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  hygiene 
and  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations.  Following  the  uncertainty  about  the  Council’ s slaughter- 
house and  the  possibility  of  its  purchase  by  Messrs,  Mays,  impro-vements  to  this  and  the  casual-ty 
slaiighterhouse  at  Klondyke,  off  West  Road  operated  by  Messrs,  Mays  •were  in  abeyance. 

In  order  to  give  a further  ’’breathing  space”  for  plans  to  develop  , a request  was  submitted 
by  the  Coiancil  to  the  Minis -fcry  of  Agric-ulture , Fisheries  and  Food  to  pos-bpone  the  ’’appointed  day” 
(when  all  slau^terhouses  must  comply  -with  the  Regulations)  fran  the  1st  April,  1962  to  the  1st 
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October,  1962  and  this  was  agreed  to,  Negotiations  continued  with  Messrs.  Mays  through- 
out the  early  months  of  the  year  and  June  saw  these  ccmpleted.  The  new  owners  were  now 
faced  with  the  task  of  modernising  and  improving  hoth  these  premises  and  their  own 
slaughterhouse  at  KLondyke,  but  it  was  fo\ind  to  be  impossible  to  carry  out  this  wcrk  before 
the  1st  October  and  consequently  Messrs,  Mays  applied  for  a further  extension  of  the 
"appointed  day"  and  the  Coiancil  made  application  accordingly  to  the  Ministry. 

Following  these  representations,  the  Minister  agreed  for  the  postponement  frcm  the 
1st  October,  1962  to  the  1st  April,  1963  in  view  of  the  circumstances  involving  the  sale  of 
the  Eastgate  premises.  The  Minister  made  it  plain  that  it  was  expected  that  this  new 
"appointed  day"  would  be  adhered  to  and  no  further  postponement  would  be  considered  except 
under  exceptional  circumstances.  Works  of  improvement  were  put  in  hand  by  October  but  the 
early  onset  of  severe  wintry  weather  held  up  a good  deal  of  the  new  construction.  It  was 
possible,  however,  for  the  cattle  stunning  pens  to  be  fixed  at  both  premises  by  the  31st 
December,  1962  and  the  other  improvements  were  commenced  ao  far  as  internal  work  was  concerned. 

A difficulty  arose  with  the  new  ownership  of  the  Council’s  slau^terhouse  in  that  the 
premises  had  previously  not  been  licenced  as  they  were  rim  as  a public  abattoir.  The 
application  submitted  by  Messrs.  Mays  for  a slaughterhouse  licence  for  the  premises  was 
referred  to  the  Ministry  who  considered  this  a new  licence  with  the  consequence  that  the 
application  had  to  be  given  public  notice  and  notices  of  objection  to  the  issue  of  a licence 
could  be  sent  to  the  Minister, 

One  such  objection  was  received  fran  the  Coimcil  of  the  Borough  of  Stamford  on  the  grounds 
that  generally  the  slaughterhouse  facilities  available  in  Stamford  were  sufficient  for  the  area. 
This  objection  was  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Ccmmittee  viho  resolved  that  observations  to 
the  Ministry  be  made  on  the  strongest  terms  against  this  objection  and  that  full  support  be 
given  to  the  licence  being  issued  to  Messrs.  T.W.  Mays  & Sons  Ltd.,  for  the  operation  of  the 
Eastgate  slaughterhouse. 

Early  in  I963  a direction  was  received  fran  the  Minister  that  the  application  be  granted 
and  that  the  grant  of  the  licence  is  necessary  to  ensure  adequate  slaughterhouse  facilities. 

Sane  difficulties  were  encountered  during  the  year  at  the  Council' s slaughterhouse 
relating  to  the  hygiene  of  the  staff  employed  by  the  contractor  and  as  a result  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  two  employees  for  offences  against  the  Slaughterhouse  Hygiene 
Regulations,  Nos,  35 > 36  (b) , 37  and  40.  These  offences  related  to  unsatisfactcary  and 
insufficient  protective  clothing,  smoking  in  the  slaughterhouse  and  dirty  knives.  The 
defendants  were  convicted  of  the  offences  ard  fined  a total  of  £38  and  £5  re^ectively. 

A good  deal  of  publicity  resulted  from  these  two  cases  but  almost  immediately  after 
the  hearing  the  slau^terhouse  was  taken  over  by  Messrs.  Mays  and  one  of  the  persons 
concerned  ceased  to  work  there. 

These  proceedings  took  place  just  before  I took  up  duties  as  your  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  since  then  with  a change  of  ownership  and  staff  a noticeable  improvement  has 
been  seen  in  the  organisation  of  the  slaughterhouse  and  the  cleanliness  and  maintenance  of 
it. 
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An  adequate  service  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  animal  waste  products  fran  the 
slaughterhouses  is  maintained  by  Messrs.  T.W,  Mays  and  Sons  Ltd*,  "sriio  visit  all  the  premises 
in  the  area.  The  products  are  taken  for  processing  to  the  by-products  factory  at  the  Slipe 
and  sane  meat  goes  to  pet  food  canners  outside  the  District,  Regular  visits  were  made  to  the 
processing  works  and  no  nuisance  fran  smell  was  complained  of  dxiring  the  year. 

Eight  slaughtermen  were  licenced  by  the  Council  during  the  year  and  four  of  these  licences 
authorise  the  slau^ter  of  horses.  No  new  licences  were  issued,  all  licences  being  re-issued 
and  valid  for  twelve  months. 

Ice-cream 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district.  Two  further  shops  v/ere  registered  dioring 
the  year  by  the  Council  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  and  this  brings  the  total  premises 
registered  for  the  sale  of  this  foodstuff  to  25*  All  sell  ice-cream  pre-packed  by  one  or  other 
of  the  national  producers.  In  addition  this  canmodity  is  sold  by  two  cafes  and  the  cinema  vrtio 
are  not  subject  to  the  Registration  provisions  of  the  Act, 

Mobile  vehicles  operated  by  Messrs.  Walls,  Peterboroxagh  and  Costa  Bros.,  Billingborough 
sold  direct  to  the  public  frcm  the  vans. 

Routine  samples  of  ice-cream  were  purchased  at  shops  throughout  the  year  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborou^,  Tbe  results  of  the  methylene  blue  cleanliness 
tests  were  entirely  satisfactory;  of  the  21  samples  submitted  20  v/ere  classified  as  Grade  I 
and  one  as  Grade  II,  Although  enquiries  were  received  from  one  trader  about  the  possibility 
of  installing  a "soft-mix"  vending  machine  this  was  not  followed  up  and,  therefore,  all  sales 
from  premises  are  of  the  pre-packed  variety. 

Milk 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Pood  and  the  County  Council  are  the  authorities 
responsible  for  the  registration  of  dairy  farms  and  the  licencing  of  producers  and  distributors 
of  milk.  During  the  year  milk  was  supplied  by  the  following:- 

Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd. , Spalding. 
Own  herd’s  Tuberculin  Tested  and  farm-bottled. 
Other  needs  met  by  supplies  from  Pinchbeck 
Dairies  Ltd, 

Own  herd’ s Tubercxilin  Tested  and  farm-bottled. 
Other  needs  met  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 

Supplies  frcm  own  creameries  at  Peterboroxxgh, 
Nottingham  and  Spalding, 

Pasteurised  fran  Curtis  ex.  Pinchbeck  Dairies 
Ltd. 

Pastexrrised  from  Curtis  ex.  Pinchbeck  Dairies 
Ltd. 

All  milk  supplies  in  the  County  are  designated  milks  i.e,  "Pasteurised",  "Sterilized" 
or  "Tuberculin  Tested"  and  the  milks  retailed  are  of  a satisfactory  standard. 
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T.H.A.  Curtis,  West  Road,  Bourne 
M.  Bradshaw,  Abbey  Road,  Bourne 

J.R,  Chapman,  Billingborough 

Peterborough  and  District 

Co-operative  Society  Ltd, 

Moisey  Bros.,  Meadowgate,  Bourne 

J.R.S.  Curtis,  Austerby,  Bourne 
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The  local  authority,  however,  have  a responsibili-ty  to  purchase  samples  ftrcm  retailers 
to  ensiire  that  milk  sold  within  the  district  is  clean  and  free  frcin  harmful  organians  and 
during  the  year  25  samples  were  purchased,  17  of  these  were  Tuberculin  Tested  raw  milk, 
seven  of  Pasteurised  milk  and  one  of  cream.  All  the  Tuberculin  Tested  and  cream  samples 
passed  the  Methylene  Blue  test  for  general  cleanliness  and  the  Pasteurised  milks  satisfied 
the  Hiosphatise  test  for  efficiency  of  pasteurisation.  Of  the  ten  raw  milks  submitted  to 
the  Ring  test  for  Brucella  anti-bodies,  nine  were  satisfactory  and  one  failed.  This  sample 
was  also  submitted  to  the  guinea  pig  inoculation  test  and  proved  satisfactory.  In  all  I3 
samples  were  sutmitted  to  the  animal  inoculation  test  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  or 
brucella  infection  and  all  were  reported  on  as  negative. 

The  laboratories  at  Peterborou^  examining  and  reporting  on  the  san^les  and  specimens 
submitted  have  afforded  an  ever  helpful  and  indispensable  seiwice  to  the  cerranunity  and  I 
wish  to  thank  the  Director  and  staff  for  their  kindness  and  assistance. 


Watercress 

The  four  watercress  nurseries  were  regularly  visited.  These  are  situated  as  follows: - 


Harrington  Street 
Exeter  Street 
Well-Head  field 
South  Road 


Messrs , Moody’ s 
Messrs.  Moody’s 

Spalding  Urban  District  Coxmcil 
Hereward  Watercress  Co,  Ltd, 


All  are  supplied  by  private  artesian  bores  of  excellent  quality  water.  During  the  year 
the  Council  were  invited  by  the  Public  Health  Service  Laboratory  at  Lincon  to  co-operate 
in  a national  survey  to  investigate  the  sources  of  contamination  in  the  growing  of  water- 
cress and  v/illingly  agreed  to  this. 


As  a result  18  samples  of  water,  I6  samples  of  cress  were  submitted  from  the  first  crop 
and  46  samples  of  ViTater  and  5 samples  of  cress  from  the  second  crop  until  the  severe  weather 
put  an  end  to  sampling  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  results  were  submitted  to  the  Working 
Party  and  a report  is  awaited.  Chlorination  of  the  "chips”  prior  to  dispatch  was  continued 
by  tvro  of  the  growers. 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses 


The  hotels,  public  houses  and  cafes  were  visited  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  and  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  One  hotel  in  the  centre  of  the  town  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  so  far  as  sanitary  accommodation  was  concerned  and  the  matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  Brewery  concerned. 

PEST  CONTROL 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  employee  re^onsible  for  pest  control  work  was  appointed 
as  Garden er/HandymajVRodent  Operator  on  the  staff  of  your  Surveyor,  only  the  pest  control  work 
coming  under  the  direction  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 

As  the  year  progressed  it  was  decided  to  make  an  appointment  of  part-time  Rodent  Operator 
on  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  The  operator  was  appointed  on  an  hourly  basis  primarily 
for  the  treatment  of  dcxnestic  dwellings.  By  Autumn,  when  it  became  obvious  that  there  v/as  a 
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possibility  of  heavy  infestation,  it  W8ls  decided  to  make  the  appointment  a viiole-time  one  and 
the  department  had  the  services  of  a fioll-time  operator  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

It  was  then  possible  for  regular  inspections  of  land  and  premises  to  be  made  and  as  a 
consequence  the  rodent  infestations  throughout  the  district  were  cau^t  at  an  early  state  and 
no  serious  infestation  had  developed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  this  as  threshing 
operations  began  it  was  possible  to  make  systamatic  inspections  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
Threshing,  Dismantling  of  Ricks  Regulations. 

Several  occupiers  took  advantage  of  the  Rodent  Operators  services  in  carrying  out  treatments 
and,  as  in  former  years,  a number  of  farmers  carried  out  their  own  control  work  taking  advantage 
of  the  favo\n*able  charges  for  materials  supplied  by  the  Council.  Dwelling  houses  and  local 
authorities’  premises  are  treated  as  a general  rate-borne  expenditure. 

With  the  employment  of  a full-time  Rodent  Operator  it  is  likely  that  more  farmers  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  services  provided  by  the  local  authority  to  have  their  land  treated  and 
re-charged  at  cost.  One  of  the  disadvantages  of  the  anti-coagulant  group  of  poisons  is  that 
although  some  results  will  be  obtained  by  vinskilled  treatment  and  inadequate  baiting  the  effective 
clearance  will  not  be  as  hi^  as  could  be  obtained  by  skilled  placing  of  baits  and  use  of  sxirplus 
baiting  material. 

A meeting  of  the  Workable  Area  (Rodent  Control)  LinccQn  (Parts  of  Lindsey  and  Kesteven) 
Committee  was  held  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  This  canmittee  is  sponsored  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  and  aims  at  co-ordinating  ilie  efforts  of  the  constituent 
bodies  represented  on  it.  This  Council’s  representative  consists  of  Councillor  J.  R,  Grummitt, 
J.P, , and  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 

The  rodent  control  workshop  at  the  rear  of  the  public  conveniences  has  been  in  use  all  year 
and  affords  good,  safe  working  conditions  for  storage  of  baits  and  mixing  of  poisons. 

Numbers  of  ant  and  wasp  infestations  were  dealt  with  in  the  svrmer  months  and  insect  ccHitrol 
on  the  refuse  tip  was  considerably  improved  by  the  discarding  of  the  old  and  inadequate  spraying 
apparatus  and  its  replacement  by  a Newton  Chambers  dry-powder  pnevimatic  blower  unit. 

The  help  and  advice  of  the  Ministry’s  Pest  Control  Staff  has  been  readily  available  as 
always . 

Details  of  the  Rodent  Control  work  carried  out  in  1962  are  as  follows: - 
Nvimber  of  properties  inspected. 


(a) 

On  complaint 

84 

(t) 

Survey  under  the  Act  j 

203 

1 


2.  Number  of  infestations 


1 ( a.)  Rats 

lAl 

i (b)  Mice 

1 

3*  Number  of  properties  treated  by  L.A.  135 

if.  Sewer  maintenance  treatment; 

Number  of  manholes  in  system  lifjO 


( a)  Positive  resiilts 

February 

18 

(b)  Negative  results 

45 

NECREATION  FACILITIBS 

Outdoor  amenities  are  provided  by  the  Council  in  the  form  of  a large  recreation  ground  and 
the  Bourne  United  Charities  administer  excellent  football  and  cricket  pitches,  tennis  courts,  bowling 
green  and  open  air  swimming  and  paddling  pool  on  the  Abbey  Lawns. 

SMMING  FOOL 

During  the  period  of  its  operation  d^uring  the  stmmer  months,  reg-ular  visits  were  made  to  check 
efficiency  of  chlorination  and  also  to  obtain  samples  of  the  pools  water  for  bacteriological  examination, 
Tvrelve  such  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and  three  of  these  were  reported  on  as  xmsatisfactory. 
These  were  probably  due  to  a breakdown  of  the  chlorination  plant  at  the  time  but  fortunately  this 
coincided  with  one  of  the  summers  cold  spells  and  the  pool  was  not  in  great  demand  at  the  time, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  lysentery  affecting  much  of  South 
Lincolnshire  made  itself  apparent  in  Bourne  and  reached  a peak  round  about  the  Christmas  period. 

Upon  notification,  rectal  swabs  of  patients  and  home  contacts  were  taken  for  laboratory  examination. 

The  prompt  notifications  and  also  co-operation  from  the  school  who  kindly  supplied  reports  of  any  child 
suffering  from  sickness  or  dianrhoe  resulted  in  the  outbreak  being  kept  within  limits  but  it  became 
obvious  towards  the  yearns  end  that  cases  were  likely  to  continue  into  the  Winter  and  Spring.  All  cases 
broxjght  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department  were  visited,  swabs  taken  and  advice  given  as  to  reasonable 
precautions  to  take  and  only  in  isolated  cases  was  co-operation  lacking.  By  the  end  of  the  year  102  swabs 
of  patients  and  contacts  had  been  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  examination,  31  of  which  Shigella  Sonne 
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was  isolated, 
SHOPS  MD  OPPICES 


In  addition  to  regular  routine  visits  to  food  shops  visits  were  paid  to  other  shops  to  ascertain 

compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  re  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 

accomodation,  and  suitable  provisions  for  heating  and  ventilating  the  shops. 

Minor  defects  were  notified  to  the  occupiers  and  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

No  survey  v/as  taken  of  office  accomodation  in  view  of  the  impending  legislation  contained  in 
the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Bill  and  no  complaints  i^ere  received  about  unsatisfactory 
accommodation, 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

The  situation  of  the  district  together  vlth  lack  of  heavy  industry  provides  the  population  with  a 
clean  and  wholesome  atmosphere.  The  owner  of  one  boiler  used  on  business  premises  was  notified  of  an 
excess  of  smoke  and  complaints  were  received  about  two  businesses  ca-using  nuisance  fron  incineration 
of  rubbish.  No  formal  action  was  necessary  and  an  improvement  effected. 

No  "smoke  control"  areas  vrere  declared  and  no  programme  considered  in  view  of  the  Ministry  of 

Housing  and  Local  Government  circular  6o/ 62  which  states  that  for  the  present  it  is  not  considered 
necessary  to  ma>:e  any  general  request  for  the  submission  of  smoke  control  programmes  by  Councils 
outside  the  black  areas. 

Nevertheless  a growing  number  of  hcussholders  are  forsaking  the  open  coal  fire  for  the  con- 
venience and  cleanliness  of  smokeless  fuels  and  installing  gas  or  electric  fires  or  central  heating, 

FACTORIES  ACT,  19 6l. 

Routine  visits  were  paid  to  factories.  To  the  majority  using  mechanical  power  inspection  v/as 
confined  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  occasional  private  v/ater  supplies.  Most  infringements  were 
rectified  upon  verbal  intimation  or  informal  letter  and  only  one  formal  notice  was  serwed. 

The  following  schedule  shows  details  of  work  done  during  the  year, 

1,  Inspections 


Category 

Factories  on  Register 

Inspections 

i Notices  1 

; Non-powered  factories 
j (Sec.  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6) 

1 9 

1 6 

j - i 

1 Powered  factories 

1 (Section  7) 

1 48 

40 

i 3 i 

i i 

i Other  premises  in  which 

1 Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
i the  Local  Authority 

1 

12 

L ■ ■ ■ i 

16 


2 


Contraventions 


Cases 

Referred  ! 

Pound 

Remedied 

to  H.M.  Inspection 

ty  H.M.  Inspector  \ 

1 Sanitary  conveniences: 

\ 

( a.)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

~ i 

(b)  Unsxiitable,  defective 

2 

3 

- 

1 

(c)  No  sex  separation 

•• 

•• 

** 

3*  No  outworkers  are  registered  as  "being  employed  in  the  District, 


4.  No  prosecutions  were  instituted  d\iring  the  year. 

SEWERAG-E 

Under  the  guidance  of  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Pick,  Everard,  Keay  & Cimson, 
the  Contractors  the  Stamford  Construction  Co,  Ltd. , continued  the  second  stage  of  ihe  re-sewering 
the  old  network  and  relieving  the  foul  sewers  of  the  excessive  amounts  of  surface  water  drainage 
^ich  has  given  rise  to  flooding.  The  complex  and  expensive  work  of  separating  the  combined  drainage 
was  continued  so  as  to  exclude  sufficient  surface  water  from  entering  the  foxtL  system. 

By  the  middle  of  the  3rear  the  new  sewer  in  Burghley  Street  had  been  constructed  and  separation 
to  this  Street  and  Wood  View  almost  completed.  The  new  sewer  in  Y/est  Street  was  well  advanced  and 
work  was  about  to  commence  in  Edinburg  Crescent,  A new  culvert  under  the  railway  had  been  provided 
at  the  comer  of  the  school  playing  fields.  The  time  had  come  to  consider  the  next  stage  of  the 
scheme  and  this  was  proposed  to  consist  of  a new  sewer  for  "the  YiTilloughby  Road  area  and  to  receive 
the  discharge  from  Thurlby;  the  laying  of  a new  southern  outfall  sewer  for  foul  sewage  from  the 
works  along  Eastgate  and  Abbey  Road  to  the  lower  end  of  Y/est  Street;  the  laying  of  a new  Southern 
outfall  for  sxirface  water  to  relieve  flooding  in  Abbey  Road  and  Eastgate  and  to  redirect  surface 
water  frcm  the  centre  of  the  town  to  the  Bourne  Eau,  The  proposals  also  included  the  extension 
of  the  disposal  works  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  sev/age  fran  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District 
as  previously  agreed. 

As  the  winter  months  approached  the  greater  part  of  the  work  was  reaching  the  final  stage  but 
seme  apprehension  v/as  felt  that  insufficient  separation  had  taken  place  and  it  was  decided  to  incur 
additional  expenditure  in  separating  further  properties  in  the  West  Street  area.  Seme  anxiety  was 
felt  on  the  reluctance  of  the  River  Boards  concerned  to  agree  to  accept  the  extra  water  but  the 
difficulty  was  resolved  and  work  should  be  able  to  go  ahead  on  the  next  stage  of  the  schone, 

W:.TER  SUPPLIES 

The  majority  of  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  mains  water  supply  and  as  from  1st 
October,  1962,  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water  was  taken  over  by  the  new  South  Lincolnshire 
Water  Board,  Seme  isolated  properties,  however,  have  a supply  frcm  a private  bore  and  these  have 
been  free  frcm  contamination  and  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes.  Some  inteirupbion  of  supply 
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was  noted  towards  the  end  of  the  year  •vrfaen  the  extremely  cold  weather  caused  pipes  to  freeze  \indergroiand. 
Samples  were  taken  throu^out  the  year  and  the  results  of  these  are  listed  below: - 


5,  South  Pen  Road  (House) 
5,  South  Pen  Road  (Parm) 
Mill  Drove  Gatehotise 
West  Road  Reservoir 
Brickyard  Cottages 
Red  Hall 

Red  Hall 

British  Railways  Station 


Artesian  Well 
Artesian  Well 
Bore 

Mains  standpipe 

Bore 

Bore 


Bore 

ex.  Mains  standpipe 


Satisfactory, 

Satisfactory, 

Satisfactory, 

Satisfactory, 

Satisfactory, 

Unsatisfactory,  Coliform  bacilli 
present. 

Unsatisfactory,  Coliform  bacilli 
and  B,  Coli  ■type  I present. 
Unsatisfactory, 


The  lansatisfactory  water  supply  to  the  Red  Hall  resulted  finally  in  a Closing  Order  being 
placed  on  the  building.  The  occupiers,  however,  continued  in  residence  and  further  unsatisfactory 
samples  towards  the  end  of  the  year  resulted  in  the  Council  requesting  the  owners  to  provide  a more 
v^olesome  supply  and  it  was  agreed  that  in  -view  of  the  extensive  renovations  being  -undertaken  that 
this  be  agreed  to, 

58  houses  are  -v-Jithout  an  inside  supply  of  water  over  the  kitchen  sink  and  efforts  continued  to 
be  made  to  remedy  this  - one  sta'tutory  notice  being  outstanding  at  the  year  end, 

PUBLIC  CLEmSING 

Under  -the  direction  of  the  Council’ s Surveyor  an  efficient  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is 
maintained  throu^out  •the  town  apart  from  unavoidable  delays  at  peak  holiday  periods. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  -the  Brickyards  site,  off  West  Road,  and  throughout 
the  year  consideration  was  being  given  to  an  alternative  site  in  view  of  the  limited  life  of  this 
tip. 

It  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  60  occupiers  to  the  defective  conditions  of  dustbins 
during  the  year. 

Public  litter  bins  are  provided  in  the  busier  parts  of  the  town  and  the  problem  of  litter  is 
limited  to  certain  parts  such  as  the  Market  Place  on  market  days  and  ear]y  Sunday  mornings.  Inspite 
of  extensive  T,V,  advertising  campaigns  many  people  still  consider  that  the  easiest  v,ray  to  dispose 
of  an  unwranted  ■wrapping  is  to  drop  it  on  -the  floor. 

Written  representations  ■were  made  to  the  riparian  occupiers  adjoining  St,  Pe-ter’s  watercourse 
in  West  Street  to  carry  out  cleansing  of  the  sections  they  were  responsible  for  and  seme  improvement 
effected. 

DRAINAGE  AMD  SANITATION 

The  number  of  old  pail  and  earth  closets  was  further  reduced  and  notices  ■were  outstanding  on  others 
at  the  year  end. 

Seme  improvement  ■was  effected  in  the  dradnage  to  ■the  cattle  market  and  the  general  maintenance  was 
a subject  of  seme  concern.  However,  after  ■taking  up  the  ccmplaints  with  the  owners  and  occupier  seme 
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improvement  was  maintained, 

154  complaints  of  niiisances  were  received  during  iiie  coirrse  of  the  year  and  action  taken  or 
advice  given. 

Reports  were  sulxnitted  to  the  licencing  magistrates  on  clubs  in  the  district  under  the  new 
provisions  of  the  Licencing  Act,  1961,  and  only  on  one  case  was  it  considered  necessary  to  withold 
approval  until  works  of  improvement  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  had  been  carried  out. 

Visits  were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare)  Act,  1956 
re  the  satisfactory  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  agricultural  workers. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  further  r presentations  were  made  to  the  Education  Authority  about 
the  sanitary  and  washing  facilities  at  the  Primary  School  in  Abbey  Road,  Further  minor  improve- 
ments have  been  effected  but  the  basic  fault  of  placing  water  carriage  sanitation  in  the  old 
buildings  divorced  from  the  main  school  building  T?diere  washing  facilities  are  available  makes  the 
maintenance  of  the  conveniences  and  the  practical  implementation  of  personal  hygiene  education 
difficult  to  carry  out. 

Complaints  were  received  about  a nuisance  from  the  piggeries  on  the  Austerby  and  plans  were 
submitted  for  paving  and  drainage  of  these  premises.  This  piggery  is  in  close  proximity  to  a 
developing  private  estate  and  regular  visits  will  have  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  nuisance 
arising.  No  complaints  were  received  about  other  piggeries. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Conmittee  and  "the 
other  members  of  the  Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration,  I would  also  like  to  thank 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Lr,  Ellis  Smith  for  the  kindness  and  help  he  has  shown  to  me  since 
taking  up  ny  appointment,  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  Miss  Burchnell,  Mr,  Roffe  and  ny 
colleagues  in  the  other  departments  for  their  ever-ready  assistance, 

I am,  Mir,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

N,  BUCKLE, 

Public  Health  Inspector, 
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